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1780-1852
Superintendent of sword exercise for the Army and Navy
Author of “The Infantry Sword Exercise’, 1845

To accompany this re-issuing of the Infantry Sword Exercise of 1845 it is here intend to add a
little detail on the author of that work, the late Mr. Henry Charles Angelo, in the hope that it
will help promote the name and work of that fencing master to modern students. Coming
from such a great fencing dynasty it is necessary and desirable that mention is made of the
works of his forefathers also.

The Infantry Sword Exercise was in fact the standard manual for British Officers from 1845
until 1895, a full half century. In those 50 years various other British fencing masters
published their own treatises on the subject, often criticising the 1845 manual, yet none of
those were adopted by the Army or Navy of Great Britain. For any students of British sword
or bayonet treatises of this period therefore this is a key contextual source to study.

Domenico Angelo

Henry Charles Angelo was part of a dynasty of fencing teachers originating in Italy. In
1753/4, after spending some time in Paris, Henry Charles” grandfather, Domenico Angelo
Malevolti Tremamondo (1716-1802), moved to England and established a school in London’s
Soho (around 1759). Domenico was by that time accomplished in both fencing and riding to a
high level, and soon after moving to England he had achieved several notable fencing
victories and was being employed to teach various high-status clients, including the Prince of
Wales (future King George III) and the Duke of York. Domenico went on to publish his
treatise ‘The school of arms’ in 1763 and in 1771 he was appointed fencing master to the
Prince of Wales (future King George IV).




Henry Angelo ‘the elder’

| T~ 'w piF = A
' Hei\ry Angelo’s (Henry Charles’ father) fencing school in 1787 by Rowlandson.

Henry Charles’ father, Henry Angelo ‘the elder” (c.1760-1839), after completing his education,
took over his father’s fencing academy in Carlisle Street in 1785. Under Henry Angelo
various fencing exhibitions occurred at the school involving some of the most famous
swordsmen of the day, all under the encouragement of the Prince of Wales (future King
George 1V). In 1787 Henry published “The school of fencing: with a general explanation of
the principal attitudes and positions peculiar to the art’, which was essentially a translation of
his father’s work. In 1798 Henry published ‘Hungarian and Highland broadsword’, with
illustrations by Rowlandson.

Henry Angelo by Mather Brown




Henry Charles Angelo “the younger” & his works

Henry Charles ‘the younger” Angelo (1780-1852) took over the Angelo School of Arms (which
had moved to Bond Street) in 1817. The school moved in 1830 to St.James’ Street, where it
was preserved as a fencing school until 1897.

Before Henry Charles even took over the running of the Angelo school he had, in around
1812, already been involved in the creation of a naval cutlass system. Edward Anthony
Angelo, Henry Charles’ brother, recorded some detail as to the birth of the Naval Cutlass
Exercise:

“During the blockade of the Scheld and Dutch ports, in the summer of 1812, my brother was on a visit
to his friend, Captain Rainier, of the 'Norge' frigate, and whilst on board that ship, thinking it might
be beneficial, and an amusement, to the sailors, he drilled the crew in an appropriate use of their
cutlasses, and it met with such approbation and practice in other ships, that it ultimately became a
portion of the instruction for the Navy, on board the 'Excellent' in Portsmouth.”

This Naval Cutlass Exercise was subsequently adopted by the Admiralty as a standard
exercise for naval cutlass between 1813 and 1820. It was evidently revised and simplified into
a system with only three guards some time before 1830.

MAYAL CUTI ASY EXERCISE

Naval Cutlass Exercise. Angelo.1813.




Henry Charles published the ‘Rules and regulations for the infantry sword exercise’, which
was adopted by the Army and made a standard manual in 1817. This shared many features
with the Cutlass Exercise.

In 1833 Henry Charles was appointed Superintendent of Sword Exercise in the Army, a title
he retained until his death in 1852.

In 1835 Henry Charles published ‘Instructions for the sword exercise: selected from His
Majesty's rules and regulations, and expressly adapted for the Yeomanry’. This was
followed, in 1842, by the new Infantry Sword Exercise and this was revised by a few very
minor changes in 1845. This remained the standard Army reference book for sword
instruction on foot for 50 years, until the new thrusting blade type, introduced in 1892,
dictated that a new manual be produced (this was the 1895 Infantry Sword Exercise by
Maestro Masiello). It is also worth mentioning that in 1868 the ‘Drill and Sword Exercise for
Police Constables” used Angelo’s 1845 Infantry Sword Exercise as a model, simply replacing
the images of soldiers with Police Constables in similar positions, the text remaining largely
identical. Henry Charles’ Infantry Sword Exercise continued to be republished until at least
the 1870’s, and this is the work extensively criticised and referred to by Sir Richard Francis
Burton in his treatise of 1876.

Henry Charles also authored ‘Angelo’s Bayonet Exercise’, which like his Sword Exercise
became a standard manual used throughout the British armed forces. It is currently unclear
exactly when this Bayonet Exercise was first published, but it was certainly in print by 1849.
It was republished in 1853 and 1857. This no doubt annoyed Sir Richard Francis Burton,
whose own bayonet treatise of 1853 had been passed over by the British authorities.

Henry Charles Angelo was described in the Gentleman's Magazine as, “sociable and amiable
in private life, endearing himself to all”. History seems to have quite overlooked him in
favour of his more glamorous father and grandfather, yet Henry Charles arguably left a more
enduring mark on British culture with his military treatises reaching every branch of the
British Empire’s military in an age of almost continual conflict around the Globe. Any
students of 19t century British martial arts should familiarise themselves with his treatises -
even if they choose to focus on other authors, Henry Charles Angelo’s manuals set the
standard regulation bar by which other sources must be compared.

Prologue compiled and written by Matt Easton, of Schola Gladiatoria.
With thanks to:

The late Charles Spencer Scrase Dickins, for looking after the appended copy of the
Infantry Sword Exercise, so that it could pass into my hands some century and a half later.
In honour of him I have also appended some short details about this gentleman and his
family at the end of the work.

The late Sir R. F. Burton, H. Angelo (the elder), E. A. Angelo and J. D. Aylward whose
writings have made it possible to compile the details above.

Copyright 2010.
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GENERAL ORDER.

HORSE GUARDS,
23rd April, 1842,

Tae following revised Rules and Regulations for the
Sword Exercise of the Infantry having been approved
by the General Commanding-in-Chief, are to be ob-
served and practised by the several Regiments and Depots;
and Lord Hill expects, that the General Officers charged
with the Periodical Inspection of the Troops will take
care to satisfy themselves, at all such Inspections, that
the Instructions under this head are properly inculcated ;
and that both Officers and Serjeants pay due attention
thereto.

The Superintendent of Sword Exercise will report to
the Adjutant-General, for the information of the General
Commanding-in-Chief, any case, or cases, in which these
Instructions have not been carried into effect.

By Command of the Right Honourable
General Lord Hill, Commanding-in- Chief,

JOHN MACDONALD,
Adjutant- General.




Introductory Remarks

See, I. Extension Motions and Positions

II. Preparatory Instructions with the Sword, and

Explanation of Target
III. Review, or Inspection, Exercise
IV. Attack and Defence
V. Stick Drill
VI. General Observations and Directions .
VII. Officer's Balute, &e, . . . . .
Words of Command




INFANTRY SWORD EXERCISE.

Introductory Remarks.

Tae following Instructions are laid down as the surest
and quickest mode of forming Swordsmen ; and the Drill
Officers are to understand clearly, that when Recruits have
completed their Preparatory and Drill Practices, without
and with the sword, they need no longer be required to
remember the precise order in which they are here given ;
nor to repeat them, if sufficiently instructed to go through
the Review Exercise effectively, where every Cut, Point,
and Parry is shown; and the Swordsman ought to be
made so perfect in each, as to be able to give any one
separately, or such of them combined, as the Drill Officer
may require,




INFANTRY SWORD EXERCISE.

Secrion 1.
EXTENSION MOTIONS AND POSITIONS.

THE motions tend to expand the chest, raise the head,

throw back the shoulders, and strengthen the muscles of

the back.
The Squad being at “ Attention,” the caution is given :

First Extension Motions.

One—Bring the hands, arms, and shoulders to the
front, the fingers lightly touching at the points, and the
nails downwards; then raise them in a circular direction
well above the head, the ends of the fingers still touching
the thumbs pointing to the rear, the elbows pressed back,
and the shoulders kept down.

T'wo—Separate and extend the arms and fingers
upwards, forcing them obliquely back, until they come
extended on a line with the shoulders; and as they
fall gr:lduall!)-' from thence to the original position of
* Attention,” endeavour, as much as possible, to elevate
the neck and chest.

Three—Turn the palms of the hands to the front, and
press back the thumbs with the arms extended, and raise
them to the rear until they meet above the head; the
fingers pointing upwards, and the thumbs locked with the
left in front.

Four—XKeep the arms and knees straight, and bend
over until the hands touch the feet, the head being
brought down in the same direction, and resume the
* Third Motion ” by raising the arms to the front,

Five—Resume the position of Attention,” as directed
in ¢ Second Motion.”

The whole of these motions should be done slowly, go
as to feel the exertion of the muscles throughout: and the
“ First” and “Second oceasionally practised "with the
head turned, as much as possible, to the right or left: all
the motions may be performed also without any pause or
separate word of command, so as to make them lead into
each other, and occasionally varying them.
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First Position in Three Motions.

One—Move the hands smartly to the rear, the left
grasping the right arm just above the elbow, and the right
supporting the left arm under the elbow.

T'wo—Half face to the left, turning on the heels, so
that the back of the left touches the inside of the right
heel, the head retaining its position to the front.

Three—Bring the right heel before the left, the feet at
right angles, the right foot pointing to the front, and the
weight of the body resting on the left leg.

Second Position in Two Motions.

One—DBend the knees gradually, keeping them as
mach apart as possible, without raising the heels, or
changing the erect position of the body. ;

T'wo—Step out smartly with the right foot about
eighteen inches, in line with the left heel, the weight of
the body remaining on the left leg, the right knee easy
and flexible.

Balance Motions.

One—Move the right foot about eight inches to the
rear of the left heel, the toe lightly touching the ground,
with the heel perpendicular to it, keeping the knees well
apart,

i T'wo—Raise the body gradually by the extension
of the left leg. !

Three—Bend the left knee, resuming the position
made previous to the “Second Motion."” {

Four—Advance the right leg, with a smart beat of
the foot, resuming the “ Second Peosition,” from which
the  Balance Motions”” commenced. :

First Position—Extending both knees, bring the
right heel up to the left.
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Third Position in Two Motions.

One—Incline the right side to the front, so that the
shoulder and knee are perpendicular to the point of the
foot, keeping the body erect,

T'wo—Step out smartly to the front, about thirty-six
inches, the knee perpendicular to the instep ; the left knee
and foot kept stmigi:t and firm, the heels in a line, the
body upright, and the shoulders square to the left.

Second Ewxtension Motions.

One—Bring the arms to the front of the body, with
the hands closed and the knuckles uppermost, touching
each other below the lower button of the jacket; raise
them gradually until the wrists, by bearing inwards, touch
the breast, the elbows being kept up; then, by foreing
back the shoulders, the hands will be drawn apart, and
the motion is completed by sinking the elbows, and
smartly extending the arms and fingers in a diagonal line,
with the right wrist as high as the head, the shoulders
kept down, and the thumbs inclined to the right.

For beginners this motion may be divided by giving
the word Prepare for the first part, and remaining per-
fectly steady when the hands are broucht to the breast,
ready to separate; then give the word One for the motion
to be completed.

T'wo—Raise the body by extending the right leg,

Three—Bend the right knee, and advance the body
s0 as to resume the “ First Motion,”

Flirst Position—Spring up with the arms to the rear,
and the right heel close to the left, which forms the * First
Position,” as before described.

Front—Come smartly to the position of « Attention ;”
bringing the hands and feet, in one motion, to their proper
places. '

In the foregoing Instructions, the Positions and Move-
ments, preparatory to using the sword, have been explained,
giving a separate word of command for each motion re-
spectively. The same positions must now be gone through
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naming only (in the word of command) the position re-
quired, in order to practise the Recruit in changing the
positions readily, without losing his balance, and in quick
time,—distinguishing them by the words of command,
First, Second, and Third.
Peositions.

First—Raising the arms to the rear, and the right
heel to the front, come at once to the ¢ First Position.”

Second—Come to “ Second Position.”

First o ¢ First Position.”

Third % Third Position.”

First “ First Position.”

Second “ Second Position.”

Third ,, ¢ Third Position.”

Second ,, “ Second Position.”

Single Attack—Raise the right foot, and beat it
smartly on the ground.

Double Attack—Raise the right foot as before, and
beat it twice on the ground—first with the heel, then
with the flat of the foot.

Advance—Move forward the right foot about six
inches, and place it smartly on the ground ; then bring
up the left lightly about the same distance.

Single Attack—As before.

Retire—Move the left foot lightly to the rear about
six inches, the weight and balance of the body being, and
continuing to rest, upon it; then move the right foot back
the same distance, and place it smartly upon the ground.

Double Attack—As before.

Front—Resume the position of “ Attention.”
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The object of the preceding portion of the Drill, as
Positions and Movements preparatory to using the sword,
18 to give a free and active use of the limbs; a thorough
command of which, with the knowledge of the best mode
of applying the force of the muscular powers, will facili-
tate and give great advantage in the use of the sword,
and insure a proper efficacy to the Cuts and Guards;
enabling the beginner to gain more easily that pliability
of strength in his position which is required either for
attack or defence,

The Instructor should prove the firmness of the posi-
tions by bearing equally and firmly upon the shouEiers
of the Recrnit in each sition, and during the changes in
forming the “Second Position” and “ Balance Motions;”
also when in the “First” of the « Second Extension
Motions;” by taking hold of the right wrist with both
hands, and bearin, upon it in the direction of the loft I :
upon the line of w%ich the right arm should be if properFy
placed ; and making him also in each position move the
toe up and down, withont its motion affecting the body,
which must generally be balanced, and rest upon the left
leg, thereby giving greater fexibility to the right leg in
moving forward to gain distance upon an adversary—or in
retiring from his reach. No precise length can be assigned
in moving the right leg to the front in the “Third Posi-
tion,” as it depends upon the length and stride of the
person; but it should not be beyond what may allow
of his returning to the * First” op Second Position
with quickness and perfect facility to himself.

When this section is practised as a drill for the limbs
only, it should be performed with the left shoulder and
left foot to the front, as well as with the right,
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Secrion IL

PREPARATORY INSTRUCTION WITH THE
SWORD.

Ezplanation and Use of the Target.

Tae following instructions with the Sword accord with
the Target, which is to be placed so as to have its centre
the height of a man’s breast ; from below this centre a line
ia drawn on the ground directly to the front, and at the
distance of about ten feet the Recrnit should be placed in
the position of “ Attention,” with his left heel on the line,
so that when he turns to the * First Position,” his right
foot may cover it.

The circular figure shows the seven “Cuts” and
““ Guards.” The “Cuts” are directed th rough the centre,
distinguished by lines, and named according to that num-
ber from which each cut commences,

The * Guards” are formed by holding the sword
opposite to, and in the inclination of, the dotted lines which
have sword-hilts attached to them ; and supposing the cir-
cular figure to be about the height of a man's body, the
“Cuts” and “ Guards” will be regulated accordin g to the
lines described upon the circle ; nor should the Reeruit be
practised in any other mode, until he has gained the proper
direction of the “Cuts,” as well as the inclination of the
blade, and position of the wrist, in forming the “ Guards,”

The “ Points” or thrustsshould be directed as marked
in the Target, with the wrist towards No. 1, and the edge
of the sword upwards to the right, in the “ First Point;”
towards No. 2, with the edge upwards to the left, in the
“ Second Point;” and in the “ Third Point,” with the
wrist rising to the centre, the edge upwards to the right, and
the point directed as marked on the bottom of the cirele.

The sectional lines of the figures over the Target
represent the “ Preparatory Positions.”

The 'I‘arget is also a guide for the instructors in regard
to the elevation of the “ Cuts,” « Guards,” and « Parry,”
for the Review Exercise, as the Recruit must be made to
understand clearly that the Target merely directs him Ao
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to_form the « Cuts,” &c., not exactly where to cut,as that
will depend upon how the parties act when attacking each
other,—as the Cuts 1, 3, and 5 can be directed at any part
from head to foot on the left; and the Cuts, 2, 4, and 6,
equally so on the right, the former being termed inside,
and the latter outside, Cuts. The ¢ First,” ¢ Third,” and
“ Fifth,” are the corresponding Inside Guards; and the
% 8econd,” “ Fourth,” and “ Sixth,” are the Outside
Guards. When the object of being placed before the
Target is well impressed upon the mind of the Recruit, he
need no longer be practised in front of it, but the Instructor
should consider it as a sure guide or reference for correctly
forming the Guards, and giving a proper direction of the
edge in making the Cuts.

In order to admit of several Recruits being exercised at
the same time, circles, with the interior lines, as shown in
the accompanying plate of the Target, should be delineated
in the places of exercise, their centres being about four
feet from the ground, and fourteen inches in diameter.

Cuts—Guards—Points—Parry.
(On Foot, and in Front of the Target.)

The Recruit being perfectly instructed in the preparatory
movements, may now take the sword, making him perfectly
acquainted with the strong and weak parts of it; the
¢ Fort” (strong) being the half of the blade near the hilt,
the ¢ Feeble” gweak) the half towards the point; indeed,
a knowledge of these distinctions is very material either in
giving or %uar{ling a Cut, as much depends upon their
proper application. From the hilt upwards, in opposing
the blade of an adversary, the strength of the defence
decreases in proportion as the Cut is received towards the
point ; and, vice versd, it increases from the point down-
wards. The « Fort” ought always to gain the ¢ Feeble”
of the opponent's weapon, and the Cuts should be given
within eicht inches of the point, so that the sword may
clear iteelf. Indelivering a Cut, it is advantageous if the
« Fort” meets the adversary’s ¢ Feeble,” as it will of
course force his guard.

Dram Swords—Take hold of the scabbard of the sword
with the left hand just below the hilt, which should be
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raised as high as the hip; then bring the right hand
smartly across the body, grasping the hilt and turning it
at the same time to the rear; raise the hand the height of
the elbow, the arm being close to the body. By a second
motion, draw the sword from the scabbard with an ex-
tended arm, the edge being to the rear, and lower the hand
until the hiltis just Dbelow the chin, the blade perpendicular,
the edge to the left, with the thumb extended on the side
of the handle, and elbow close to the body, which forms
the position of ¢ Recover Swords,” By a third motion,
lower the wrist below, and in line with, the right hip, the
elbow being drawn back, and the arm extended as much
as it can be with ease, the hand slightly grasping the sword,
but ready by the contraction of the fingers to resume a
firm hold. "The upper part of the sword will then be in
the hollow of the right shoulder, with the edge to the
front, which brings it to the position of ¢ Carry Swords ;"
the left hand resumes the position of “ Attention,” directly
the sword is drawn. Tt is good drill practice to give the
words “Two” and “ Three” for the second and third
motions in drawing and returning swords.

Slope Swords—Move the hand to the front in line
with the elbow, which is brought close to the body, with
the sword resting upon the shoulder, and edge to the front.

Return Swords—Carry the hilt to the hollow of the
left shoulder (the left hand as before, raising the scabbard),
with the blade perpendicular, and the back of the hand to
the front : then by a quick turn of the wrist, drop the
point into the scabbard, turning the edge to the rear, until
the hand and elbow are in & line with each other square
across the body. By a second motion, replace the sword
in the scabbard, keeping the hand upon the hilt. By a
third motion the hands are brought back to the position of
¢ Attention.”

Dran Swords—As before.
Slope Swords—As before.

Stand at Ease—When at elose Order, the sword re-
mains at the Slope; at Extended Order, the hands are
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brought together, the left supporting the right, the back of
the sword resting upon the inside of the left arm, and in
both the right foot moved back, with the left knee bent
as usual.

Atiention—Come to the position of “ Slope Swords.”

Prepare for Sword Ewercise—Turn the body and
feet to the “ First Position,” with the left hand resting
upon the hip, and thumb to the rear.

Right Prove Distance— Recover Swords,” with the
fore-finger and thumb stretched along the handle, the
thumb Being upon the back, with the end of the hilt in
the palm of the hand. By a second motion, extend the
arm to the right, and lower the sword in a horizontal
direction from the shoulder, with the edge to the rear, and
left shoulder square to the front.

In this, and throughout the Instructions, where a
second motion is required, the word %o must be given,
unless the practice is carried on by a Flugelman.

Slope Swords—As before.

INFANTRY SWORD EXERCISE. 1

Front Prove Distance—Raise the sword, as before,
then by a second motion, step out to the “ Third Position,”
and extend the arm, lowering the point of the sword to-
wards the centre of the target, with the edge to the right.

Slope Swords—As before.

Assault—Raise the arm to the front, with the wrist
opposite No. 1, the elbow rather bent towards the centre
of the Circular Figure, and the back of the sword, near
the point, resting on the shoulder, with the edge inclined
to the right,

One—Extending the arm, direct the Cut to the front
in a diagonal line from right to left as shown from No. 1
to No. 4; and as the point clears the cirele, turn the
knuckles upwards, and continue the sweep of the sword
8o as to bring the point to the rear of the left shoulder,
upon which it rests with the edge inclined to the left, and
the wrist opposite No. 2.

Two—Direct the Cut from No. 2 to No. 3, and turn
the wrist so that the sword continues its motion until the
point is below the right hip, the edge downwards, the
elbow bent inwards, and wrist towards No. 2.

!
|
|
|
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T'hree—Cut diagonally upwards from No. 3 to No. 2,
and continue the motion of the wrist until the point of the
sword is below the left hip, the edge downwards, the elbow
bent, and raised with the wrist towards No. 1.

Four—Cut diagonally upwards from No. 4 to No. 1,
and turn the knuckles downwards, with the edge of the
sword to the right, and the point to the rear over the

gght shoulder, the elbow bent, and the wrist towards
0. 9

Five—Cut horizontally from No. 5 to No. 6, and
turn the knuckles up, with the edge of the sword to the
left, and the point to the rear, over the left shoulder, the

elbow bent, and the wrist towards No. 6.

Siz—Cut horizontally from No. 6 to No. 5, and bring
the hand in the direction of No. 7, the sword being on the
same line over the head, with the point lowered to the
rear, and the edge uppermost.

Seven—Caut vertically downwards from No. 7 to the
centre of the circle, and remain with the arm extended,

placing the thumb along the back of the handle, and the
left shoulder pressed well back.

First Point—Turn the edge of the sword upwards to
the right, and draw the wrist Just above, and in front of,
the right eye, the elbow well bent and raised, the left
shoulcﬁfr brought a little forward, and the chest drawn in.
By a second motion, extend the arm and deliver the point
smartly to the front, in the direction of the centre o the
Target, with the wrist raised inclining to No. 1, and press
back the left shoulder, so as to advance the right, which

should be equally attended to in the following “Second”
and “Third” Points also.

Second Point—Turn the edge upwards to the left, and
draw in the elbow close to the body, with the wrist in the
line above it, as high as, and in front of the breast, the
thumb being on the right of the handle. By a second mo-
tion, deliver the point, as before directed, the wrist raised
inclining towards No. 2, and the edge raised with the
knuckles downwards.
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Third Point—Draw in the arm until the wrist touches
the upper part of the hip, the thumb on the left of the
handle, the edge raised to the right, the left shoulder ad-
vanced, and the hips well thrown back. By a second
motion, deliver the point in the direction as marked in
the Target, and raise the wrist towards the centre.

Defend—Form the “First Guard” by turning the e{l?e
to the left, the thumb resuming its grasp of thq handle,
and draw in the elbow close to the body ; the wrist being
kept to the front, and the sword placed opposite the
dotted diagonal line, as shown in the Target, from the
hilt marked “First Guard.” In this and the following
“ Guards,” distinguished as “ Second,” “ '.?hn-d,” &e.,
the point should be advanced rather to the front, the left
shoulder being well kept back in the Guards to the left,
but rather brought forward in forming those to the right,
as also in the % Seventh Guard,” and ¢ Parry.”

Second—Turn the wrist with the knuckles uppermost,
and the edge of the sword to the right, the sword being
placed opposite the diagonal line, &e., marked * Second
Guard.”

Third—Turn the wrist and edge to the left, nearly
as high as the shoulder, with the point lowered to the right,
the sword placed, &e., as marked ¢ Third Guard.”

Fourth—Raise the elbow, as high as the shog}lﬂer,
and turn the wrist and edge to the right with met to
the left, the sword, &c., as marked “ Fourth Guard.

Fifth—Turn the edge to the left trith_ the wrist as
high af the shoulder, to the front and left of the body, the
sword being placed opposite the perpendicular line from
the hilt marked “Fifth Guard.”

Sizth—Bend the wrist and turn the edge to the right
so as to bring the sword opposite the perpendicular line, &e.,
marked ¢ Sixth Guard.”

Seventh—Raise the wrist above, and in advance of,
the right ear, the elbow up, and well kept back, ?’nrl the
sword directed, &c., as marked “ Seventh Guard.
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Parry—Lower the wrist nearly close to the right
shoulder, the edge to the right, the hips well pressed back,
and the hilt of the sword opposite No. 1. By a second
motion, turn the wrist so that the point falls towards the
left rear, and forming a circle from left to right of the
body, returns to its former position.

Slope Swords—As before,

The Seven Cuts and Three Points should also be
practised as follows :—At the command “ Assault,” they
are combined in regular succession, without any material
pause between each, as by the proper and timui’y turn of
the wrist the Cuts will lead into each other. They should

be given strong with the edge leaning forwards, the wrist
retaining its direction to the front as much as possible ;
and in returning to prepare for another Cut, the edge
should be drawn back nearly in the same line, the arm
being a little bent so as to allow a free play of the wrist,
elbow, and shoulder in giving effective force to the Cut,
and then extended to the utmost in the delivery of it.
Whenever the Recruit fails to carry the edge well in
making the assault, he should be practised in combining
the cuts One and Four, repeating them several times;
also T'wo and Three and Five and Six, taking care that
the edge leads on the respective lines of the target, the
wrist being darted towards the centre in each Cut,

The three Engaging Guards are now shown (the
Recruit being still placed before the Target), and the
“Cuts” and “Guards” combined respectively, so as to
impress upon his recollections the Guard for each Cut,
The Cuts and Points should be given from the wrist to
the full extent of the arm, to the front, and in the “Third
Position,” with each cut directed no further than the
centre of the circle; the Guards and Parry formed in
the “First Position,” in which also prepare for each point.
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Guard—Advance the point of the sword, extending
the arm towards the centre of the Target, with the edge
downwards; then, without pausc,_ber_ldmg the body, draw-
ing in the chest and neck, and bringing the left sh_oglde,l:
a little forward , step out smartly to the “ Second Position,
with elbow bent and raised, so as to have the hand nearly
over the right foot; the edge of the sword turned upwards,
with the point lowered, and inclined to the left, the Target
distinetly seen within the angle formed by the arm and
sword, the hilt being inclined to No. 1, and the point di-
rected below, and to the left of No. 4.
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Inside Guard—Raise the head and hody, lowering the
wrist with the knuckles down, and over the foot, the point
of the sword to the front, the edge to the left, and the
hand as low as the elbow, & little above, and in front of,
the hip, at the same time making the “Single Attack ;”

the “Im.t is here inclined towards No. 4, the point towards
No. 1.
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Outside Guard—Turn the wrist with the knuckles
upwards, and the edge of the sword to the right, repeating
the “ Single Attack,” the hand inclining to No, 3, the
point towards No. 2.

Cut One—Cut One and Third Position.

First Guard—First Guard and First Position.
Cut Two—Cut Two and Third Position.

Second Guard—Second Guard and First Position.
Cut Three—Cut Three and Third Position.

Third Guard—Third Guard and First Position,
Cut Four—Cut Four and Third Position

Fourth ®uard—Fourth Guard and First Position.
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Cut Five—Caut Five and Third Position.

Fifth Guard—Fifth Guard and First Position.

Cut Siz—Cut Six and Third Position.

Sizth Guard—Sixth Guard and First Position.

Cut Seven—Cut Seven and Third Position.

Seventh Guard—Seventh Guard and First Position.
First Point—Prepare for First Point in First Position.
Tno—First Point and Third Position.

Second Point—Prepare for Second Point in First
Position.

T'wo—Second Point and Third Position.

Third Point—Preparefor Third Pointin First Position.
T'mo—Third Point and Third Position.
Parry—Prepare to Parry in First Position.
Two—Parry.

Guard—As before.

Slope Swords—As before.

Thus far may be considered as merely Drill Practice,
and the Recruit need not be required to remember the pre-
cise order of it, after it is ascertained that he understands
the object of, and can go through it correctly, and econse-
quently is t{ualiﬁed to perform the “ Review Exercise,”
owing Section.

as in the fol
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Secrion IIL
REVIEW, OR INSPECTION, EXERCISE.

Tae following Exercise is similar to the latter part of
the Drill Practices, and only varies by each Guard being
formed after its respective Cut, without waiting for a secont
word of command, and after each movement of attack,
springing up at once to its corresponding defensive position.

Guard—As before.
Inside Guard—As before.
Outside Guard—As before.

One—Cut “ One” and “ First Guard,” delivering the
Cut (as before directed) in the Third Position, and spring
up to the First Position, in formmg the Guard ; and so on
throughout the remaining “Cuts” and “Guards:” the same
in regard to the ¢ Points” and “ Parry.”

Two—Cut “Two” and “ Second Guard.”
Three—Cut “ Three” and “ Third Guard.”
Four—Cut ¢ Four” and « F:-)urth Guard.”
Five—Cut “ Five” and “ Fifth Guard.”
Siz—Cut “ Six” and “ Sixth Guard.”
Seven—Cut “ Seven” and “ Seventh Guard.”
Points—Prepare for “ First Point.”
First—Point, and prepare for “ Second Point.”
Second—Point, and prepare for “Third Point.”
Third—Point, and prepare for * Parry.”
Parry—As before,

Guard—As before.

Slope Swords—As before.
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Although the Cuts and Guards are in the regular
order from One to Seven, the Recruit should be practised
to make any change of them according to the command of
the Instructor, which will enable him to form more readily
and quickly, any defensive position ; or 0 vary the move.
ments of his attack, for which the caution “ Smord

ractice” should be given commencing with the Guard
ril_ul delivering the Inside and Outside Cuts from One to
Six, but returning to Guard after each Cut, and in the
same manner the “ Outside Cuts” to be given from the
]_{mde Guard, and the “Inside Cuts” from the Outside
Guard. * Or when any single Cut and its corresponding
Guard is required, the number is to be given, and per:-‘
formed as in the Review Exercise ; but when the Caut isto
‘l:e directed for the leg—viz. Three or Four—the Caution

For the Leg” must be given previous to the number :
and the Guard formed low accordingly., /

In ,Jeturning to “ Guard,” rise first o « Seventh
g::al‘(}‘, banﬁi‘ “First Position,” also to the Inside

an X . - \l 5 ]
e Sem]‘-; * g:;:d(i’uard, and to the “Outside Guard
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Secrion IV.
ATTACK AND DEFENCE.

Tae Recruit, being now eomplete in giving the Cuts
and forming their respective Guards must bring them into
practice, according to the two following modes of exercise;
the Cuts and Points being given in the Third Position;
and the Guards and Parry in the First Position.

The Squads are formed in two, four, or more ranks, at
the “Slope Swords,” and well under the eye of the Instruc-
tor, with a distance of four paces between ranks and files;
and in this formation the whole of the Drill, as shown in
Sections II. and IIL,, may be gone through, either by
separate words of command, or by a Flugelman; the
former being the best mode, as the swordsman is then en-
abled to keep his view fixed in the direction he is supposed
to act.

Front Rank, Right about Face—The Files face to
the Right About.

Prepare for Attack and Defence—Files oppose each
other in “ First Position.”

Prove Distance—Files prove distance, as before
directed, but remaining in  First Position.”

Strict attention should be paid that the opposing Files
take their proper distance, by the point of each sword
touching the guard of the other, the hips being well drawn
back, the front rank having their swords uppermost, and
the rear rank giving way or advancing up according to
the required measure; the Instructor will consequently
not give the word “Slope Swords,” until all remain steady
at their proper distances.

Slope Swords—As before.
Guard—As before.

Inside Guard—With the ¢ Single Attack,” the Files
engage on the Inside Guard, the swords joining about
eight inches from the point.
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Outside G'uard—Change to the Outside Guard, with
the “Single Attack,” the swords, &e.:
Front Rank, Rear Rank.
Left Cheek Cut One First Guard,
Right Cheek  Second Guard Cut Two.

Wrist Cut Three Third Guard,

Leg Fourth Guard Cut Four.

Left Side Cut Five Fifth Guard,
Right Side Sixth Guard Cut Six.

Head Cut Seven Seventh Guard.
First Point Parry, and prepare  First Point, and

for Third Point. prepare for Parry,
Third Point  Third Point, and Parry, and prepare
prepare for Parry. for Third Point.
Guard As before.
As before,

On the command for each of the above points, the
defending File should spring up to the First Position, and
the attacking File wait for the word ¢ Two” to deliver it :
but in the gtick Practice” the point is to be at once given.

The movements of Attack and Defence in this Practice
are in the same rotation as the Review Exercise ; and as
they show the application of the Cuts and Guards, both
(particularly the Cats) should be made with the same pre-
cision as at the Target; nor should one sword bear upon
the other, but the wrist be kept well up, and ready to renew
any requisite movement. Strict attention should be ob-
served that, after proving distance, the Files do not moye
their left feet, unless ordered otherwise. The Front Rank
mvariably commences, but equal practice should be given
to both. The “8econd Point” is omitted in this Practice,
as the “ Parry” would probably disarm the opponent.

The following Practice is intended to exercise the Drill
in giving, defen ing, and returning the  Point” quickly,
and may be continued eight or ten times, by a quick suc-
cessive word of command » according to the abilities of the
parties engaged; it is also the most effectual defence
against the Pike or Bayonet, except the “ Fifth Guard,”
which, if well timed, enables you, under cover of your
sword, to seize the musquet with the left hand and cut
“Six" at your opponent’s neck.
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Point and Parry.
Front Rank. Rear Rank.
Guard As before.
Third Point  Prepare to give Prepare to Parry.
Third Point.
Point Advance the body ~ Parry,and prepare

by extending the left for Third Point.
IeJ;w, gi\:lil:gg Third
Point, and when par-
ried, draw back the
armreadyto“Parry.”

Point meytgack {he Third Poirt, &e.
body by nearly ex-
tending the right leg,
Parry, &e.

Guard As before.

Slope Swords As before.

Equal practice may be given to all by the caution
which Rank is to commence, the Front Rank always
doing so (as above mentioned), anless otherwise directed.
The Squads here also should occasionally be formed Rank
Entire, and put through the Guards and Points in each
position, particularly in the First, and to chan ﬁ-equently
from the “ First” to the “ Third,” and from the “ Second”
to the “Third,” in giving Point.
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SEcTION V.

STICK DRILL.

As no Exercise with the sword can be properly at-
tained without seme maode of'loose or independent practice,
Sticks should be substituted for Swords, as, in Fencing,
foils are used for the acquirement of that Art; but before
such practice is allowed, the following five combinations
of Attack and Defence are to be well practised and exe-
cuted. The Sticks are to be about forty inches long, and
not so weak as to bend, the leather hilts being merely
large enough to cover the hand, without confining it; and
on no account are the Masks to be omitted, as they enable
those who practise to et or thrust with more confidenee.
The same formation is continued as for the “ Astack and
Defence ;” also the roving distance ; and the two First
& Practices are to be the same as previously gone through
L with 8words in Sect. IV. In the Third Practice, the
i Cuts at the leg are given with the Third Position ; those

at the head and neck in the First, but with caution and
lightly, as both Cuts being given at the same time,
| the File, giving the Cut at the leg, has not the power of

V defending himself; thus showing the advantage of shifting
I the leg, when engaged at the proper distance. In the
i‘ Fourth and Fifth Practices, the Attack is made as usual

with the Third, and the Defence, in the First, Position,

First Practice.

Guard—Continuing the same words of command and
movements as in the “ Attack and Defence” in Section IV,

Second Practice.

Guard—Continuing, &e., as the « Point and Parry.”
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Guard

Leg

Inside Guard
L

eq
Outside Guard

Leg
Guard
Slope Swords

Guard

Head

Head

Leg

Leg

Head

Head

Guard

Slope Swords

Guard
Head

Head

Arm

Head
Head

Arm

Head
Head
Right Side
Head
Head
Right Side
Guard

Slope Swords

Third Practice,

Front Rank.

Rear Rank,

As hefore,

Cut Four at Leg

Cut Seven at Head.

As before.

Cut Six at Leg

Cut Six at Neck.

As before.

Cut Five at Leg

Cut Five at Neck.

As before.
As before.

Fourth Practice.

As before.
Cut Seven Seventh Guard.
Seventh Guard Cut Seven.
Cut Four Seventh Guard.
Seventh Guard Cut Four.
Cut Seven Seventh Guard.
Seventh Guard Cut Seven.

As before,

As before,

Fifth Practice.

As before.
Cut Seven Seventh Guard.
Seventh Guard Cut Seven,
Cut Two Second Guard.
Seventh Guard Cut Seven.
Cut Seven Seventh Guard.
Second Guard Cut Two.
Cut Seven Seventh Guard.
Seventh Guard Cut Seven,
Cut Six Sixth Guard,
Seventh Guard Cut Seven.

Cut Seven
Sixth Guard

Seventh Guard.

Cut Six.

As before,
As before,

31
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Particular attention should be paid, that in the Attack
the wrist reserves, as much as possible, the line of the
direction in which the Cut is given ; and, in each Pposition
of defence, that it only deviates from it sufficiently to form
the Guard: taking care to have the wrist, elbow, and
shoulder supple and easy, so as to be ready to deliver a
Cut, Thrust, or perform any other movement of Attack
or Defence,

It is good practice in the Drill with Sticks, for each
movement of Attack and Defence to be first performed in
two motions, by the Sticks slightly touching the part to
which it is direeted, and the defence only formed at the
word “Two:"” this enables the Instructor to see that the
Attacking Files give their Cnts and Thrusts fully home,
and according to rule : and that the files on the defensive
come to a firm and correct position ; it also greatly assists
inhjudging exactly where the weapons should cross each
other,

As in the preceding Section, the whole should be re-
versed by the Rear Rank commencing instead of the
Front; and, when perfect by word of command, in all
the practices, they are to be performed in quick time, the
Instructor naming only the Practice required, previousl;'
giving the caution, “Stick Dyrill by Practice Divisions.”

Tﬁe Point being generally the most effective, shonld
occasionally be substituted for the Cut, when an opportu-
nity offers of giving it, either in the attack, orin g quick
return from a defensive Guard,—the “ First Point” bein
more speedily given from the Second, Fifth, and Seventh
Guards ; the “ Second Point” from the First and Third
Guards; the “ Third Point” from the Fourth and Sixth
Guards; and the Point, so given may be defended by
the same Guard as against the Cat, the Thrust being de-
livered by an immediate extension of the arm at the mo-
ment the point is in the proper line of direction.

A Feint is a Half Cut, or Thrust, menacing an attack
at one part, whilst the intention is to direct it at another ;
and the true Cut, or Thrust, should be given as the oppo-
nent answers to the Feint.

When perfectly exercised and complete in the above
Drill, the ﬂdependcm Practice may be tried (under pro-
per control) by the Files attacking each other, as in single
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combat with Sword, and delivering such Cats or Thrustt:
as their judgment directs, but paying strict attention
the following rules as their guidance.

RuLes ror THE INDEPENDENT PRACTICE WITH STICKS.

The Cuts and Thrusts must not be given too strongly,
50 a8 to cause anger or irritation.
g Hﬁl:ﬁh %]utuor ThEust to be acknowledged on the partgr
receiving it, by his pa:-:s.ing the Stick.mto the left hap s
the opponent at the same time recovering to an Engaging
Gua.nlpo

. i he ies
The combat to be renewed out of distance, t
coming within it cautiously, so that neither is m]l:::h by
mrlg‘lsbeﬁvo Cuts or Thrusts to be made upon the same
lunge, or the opponents making either at the same mﬁé
in such case the Cut given in the Third Position to
sonsidered effective. X
- No shifting from any Cut or Thrust, unless it can be
d with security. ; A
cﬂ‘e';A'Jell g&ta ﬁing tt}l;ade from a defensive position, great
attention should be paid in immediately returning to such
as soon as the Cut or Thrust is delivered. i
No practice to be allowed without masks; and as t bz
Stick is the substitute for the Sword, the Cut can o-nly
considered fair and effective when given with that part
which corresponds with the edge: nor should any move-
ment of attack or defence be attempted with the Stick,
which conld not be performed, or would not be risked, in
a combat with Swords.

=
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Section VI.
GENERAL OBSERVATIONS AND DIRECTIONS.

Tae exercise of the Sword consists of seven Cuts or
directions of the edge ; the same number of Guards or
defensive positions ; the Point (or Thrust) given with the
nails up or down ; and a circular motion of the blade,
termed the Parry : therefore, whatever may be the attack
or defenge, it can only be formed by having recourse to
some of the above movements, or a combination of them.

By engaging, which is generally the action of joining
Swords with an opponent, previous to the attack, there
should be only a sllight pressure on his blade, so that the
hand or wrist may be more susceptible of any motion ;
and although the Guard, as also the Inside or Qutside
Guard, affords protection at the moment, they are merely
considered as preparatory to any offensive or defensive
movements, varymng the latter according to the points
liable to be atta.ckef.

In all attacks, whether Cuis or Thrusts, the motion
ought to increase in velocity, the greatest force being
given at the last: the same rule should be observed in
stepping out to the Second and Third Positions; but in
recovering, the reverse is to be attended to, as the first
part is the quickest; and nothing is of more Importance
than that the éye should follow that of the opponent,
still watching the movement of the wrist, and slightly
glancing at the part where you intend to Cut or Thrust :
taking care never to look at your own Sword, which will
mvariably follow the eye wherever you direct it.

Although each Cut has its Guuard, according to the
number, yet it does not follow that the File on the defen-
sive is always to have recourse to it, as he may frequently
be enabled to secure himself more effectually and quicker,
by forming some other Guard ; if, for example, he makes
the Cut Siz at the body, and his opponent, after defend-
ing by the Siwth Guard, return the Cut One at the
breast, then the Fifth Guard becomes the quickest move-
ment of defence; but if the opponent has defended by the
Second Guard previous to his return of the Cut One,
then the First Guard is the quickest formed ; consequent-
ly the First and Fifth Guards each defend the Cuts One
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or Five, the Second and Siwth Guards each dgfendhphﬁ
Cuts T'wo or Siz according as they may be given ujlr%d
or low; and if the Third or Fourth Guards are re(;{d =
for the defence of the leg, the arm must be exten ef 8
that the Fort of the hl:fée may receive the Feeble o th;t
opponent’s weapon ; bearing well in mind, hox_ve}fel', o
in all Cuts at the leg, when at _the'pmper dtsmgw, ’
shifting of your own leg and delivering a Cut.at t ec'san];‘i
moment becomes the most effective and advantageo -
defence ; particularly to a tall man (even in evef'gnfl)i:
of the body), when engaged with unot]:lcr of lesser,b p ch’
or length of arm, as h'[)):,m’t!l)f 0;1% of his opponent’s reach,
vhi latter ma within his,
“}l]'li!‘]tnéheAﬂ of dei{mcc does not, in fact, so ml}ch_ con-
sist in your own strength of position, as in elﬁectmgu?
decidedly quick movement in that direction w writ;]gu +
opponent has the least means of resistance, es :Zc . {md
defending against the Point, when }he Fzr_st, ]:r .’F g
Fifth Guards are the most effective against t § g
and Third Points ; and the .S'ec'fmd, Fourth, anh B wigt
Guards against the Second Point; provided the “’T‘t
happens to be so previously placed, that t_he ;qt_x:s;tii
Guards may be quickly formed: and the f’trs;d ?‘;ﬁ};
more speedily given in return from the Seeo il s
and Seventh Guards; the Second ant ﬁpm }! .lE s
and Third Guards; and the Third Point from
and Fifth Guards. :
Foul?}fappolmlfo the Small Sword, have rec}r.lmrse to ti]::;
Cuts Three and Four, directing them at the m-miL A
which means there is every proba:bﬂ_lty of the (fj'ut}f tad 8
effect, as it must always come within range of t e] evé__,u;
before the point can hesufﬁmem!_\f advn_nced to reac }{ue&
body : if the above Cuts are quickly given and godnh 1 55,
they will always be found advantageous in vzz::a:a f}%
against the Small Sword, as they constitute ?n e
and form a defence at the same moment ; b‘ut shou -l‘:
opponent be the most skilful and quickest in his m{’)ver_rlenl;r,
then it is best to retire whilst giving them,h caut;o::aiv
preserving the proper %isﬁgnca, so that each Cu 3
i \ e 18 arm.
Jusn’ll‘gztl:g;?:n?];ﬁ;::t? if delivered as a ﬁz:st mqvemflnt,
should be given with great caution, t:he wrliag }]Jam:::egs: J,-{Zﬁ
in a position so liable to the disarm ; it should be
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to chiefly in the return, or after a Feint from the Outside
or Inside Guards; if from the former, Feint Third
Point under, and deliver Second Point over, the arm ;
if from the latter, Feint Cut T'wo,and continue the sweep
of the Sword until the point is sufficiently lowered to
deliver without pause the Second Point at the body under
the arm,

Catting within the Sword may be resorted to, if an
adversary does not form sufficient opposition in making his
attack, when, by a quick turn of the wrist, on the side
You defend, the Inside Cuts may be given from the Out-
side Guards, and the Outside Cuts from the Inside
Guards. The two most effective are after the Second and
Fourth Guards, viz., the Cut Five at the neck from the
former, and at the leg from the latter: the Drawing Cut
as according to the mode laid down; and the Thrustin
Cut, by forcing the edge forward from the Feeble to the
Fort of the blade, either after a weak defence of an
adversary, or by his laying himself sufficiently open for
you to deliver it,

The line of Direction is, in a general sense, the
position of the feet, body, and arms kept invariably in
a straight line on the proper position of “ Guard ;” it is
sometimes towards the arm and point of the Sword, in
Guarding, Parrying, and Thrusting : if you form your
Guards too wide, you are said to deviate from the Line
of Direction, and consequently leave some part of your
body unguarded ; if you make a Thrust at an adversary,
without covering yourself and resisting his blade, you are
also said to deviate from the Line of Direction; your
Point, too, deviates from the Line of Direction when not
steadily directed at your adversary’s body.

Lunge is the act of extending yourself on the Line of
Direction, the full distance of Your stride, in order to make
your approaches to an adversary’s body in delivering a
Cut or Thrust.

Recovering is the act of resuming the position of
Guard, after having made a lunge at your adversary ;

a quick and casy recovery to Guard is very essential to
your own safety.

If opposed to the Bayonet or Pike, your adversary,
keep you at a dis-
whilst you are within

from the length of those weapons, can
tance as to be out of your reach,
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his: yon must therefore el:)nd?nvqur ll?jg assa.;ll lu;s] :;fémncg

rist, or close upen him orein weapo ;
Hll:s‘t‘,Parry" orH?Faurth yGuard.’ The “Fifth Guard”
is, however, more effective, as he has less power of re-
sistanee, or of clearing his weapon, which may be thrown
out of his hand, or you mag' seize it with your left hanﬁ!,
which is not so easily done if it had been warded off mltftﬁ
right, as your defence is always more effective on the bg e
than on the right; but, although he t.nelds it with e
hands, you will find it easier to bear it off to the right;
and he has less power of resistance, or of clearing hm-
self, if you force it to the left; besides, you have t in
the additional advantage of seizing it with the left hand,
which you cannot so easily do on the right.

Aguinst a mounted opponent you should endeavour to
gain his left side, where he has less power of defendlng
himself or his horse, and cannot reach so far on attacking
as on the right. In assailing the horse also, you may
make him unruly, and less under command of his rider,
upon which his safety very materially depends; bearing
in mind the advantage you have in the power of bﬁl_rllg
in, and out of, reach nearly at the same instant; whilst
the motions of the horse being too slow and cumbersome
for that purpose, afford the dismounted Swordsman (if ]i]'e
possesses proper nerve) a decided advantage over his

led opponent. 1
mouiifgoug}]fa regular mode is laid down for drawing
the Bword, yet occasional practice should be given tdo
come to the Guard immediately, and at any require
point, without going through the Parade Motions, &ci‘,
thereby preparing the Swordsman for any sudden attac
% anMi?l;mghnﬂar remarks will naturally oceur to tboztia
who have practical experience ; and the Instructors shouh
endeavour as much as possible, in their directions to the
Recruit, to impress them upon his mind by such occa-
sional observations as they become most applicable. Op-
portunities of thus explaining mag]r often be taken dulrmg
the pauses of rest, as no Squad should be kept too ong
either in the Positions or Movements; and where Recruits
are more deficient than the others, the whole should be
made Lo cease for the moment, and those who have gone
wrong be corrected.
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Secrion VII.
OFFICER’S SBALUTE.

. Tue Officers to be formed in line at four paces distant
from each other. “Standing at Ease” with the point of
the sword lowered between the feet, the edge to the right

and left hand covering the right. : i

Attention—Carry Swords us before.

Rear Rank take Open Oprder— Recover Swords,”
and move forward an oblique pace to the left, so as to
be placed in front, and just clear, of the first File.

March— Advance three paces to the Front, and bring
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the Sword to the * Port,” the blade being diagonally
across the body, the edge upwards, and arm nearly ex-
tended 3 the left elbow bent with the hand as high, and
in front of the shoulder; holding the blade between the
fore-finger and thumb, the knuckles to the front, and
elbows close to the side.

Present Arms— Recover Swords” at the second
motion of the firelock, and at the third motion lower the
Sword (to the full extent of the arm) to the right, with
the edge to the left and point in the direction of the right
foot, the elbow close to the side, at the same time raising
the left arm as high as the shoulder, and bringing the hand
round by a eircular motion over the peak of the cap, the
knuckles uppermost and fingers extended.

Shoulder Arms—“Recover Swords™ at the first motion
of the Firelock, and at the second motion “Port Swords.”

Rear Rank take Close Order—“ Right Face,” and
as the right foot is drawn to the Rear “Recover Swords.”

March—Move back into the front Rank, “ Front”
and “ Carry Swords.”

The salute on the march is to commence when at ten
paces from the Reviewing Officer, the Officer on the right
giving the signal to prepare the other Officers by raising
the fingers of the left hand two paces previous to saluting;
the Sword is then raised by extending the arm to the
right, and by a circular motion brought to the Recover;
and continuing the motion to the right shoulder, from
whence the sword is lowered, and the left hand is then
oradually raised over the peak of the cap in the manner
before directed. The time for completing the Salute is
six paces, commencing with the left foot, and may be
divided (for Drill practice) as follows :—First Pace, the
sword raised to the right ; Second Pace, to the Recover ;
Third Pace, to the right shoulder; Fourth Pace, the
Sword lowered to the right; Fifth Pace, the left arm
raised ; Sixth Pace, hand brought to the peak of the cap.
The above four motions with the sword, when on the
« March” must be gracefully combined into one con-
tinuous movement.

[
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40 INFANTRY SWORD EXERCISE,

The head should be slight] turn
Reviewing Officer whilst passi%g gim; aneill !ﬁﬁ?dggg
o, SIX paces, and given the signal (as bef‘m’-u) “ Recover
Swords one pace, and “ Port” in the following pace

On the March, or when manceuvring, the Sword ma
be carried to the full extent of the arm, 'the guard of th{;

hilt resting upon the inside of the fingers, the back of the

blade being against the hollow of the shoulder,

INFANTRY SWORD EXERCISE. 41

WORDS OF COMMAND

THROUGHOUT THE

Progressive Instructions of the Drill.

Those words printed in Italics are to serve as a caution
only.

Secrion L
EXTENSION MOTIONS AND POSITIONS.

Afttention.
First Extension Motions.
One—Two—Three—Four—Five.
First Position in Three Motions.
One—Two—Three.
Second Position in Trwo Motions.
One—Two.

Balance Motions.
One—Two—Three—Four.
First Position.

Third Position in Two Motions.
One—Two.

Second Extension Motions.
One—T'wo—Three.

First Position,

Front.

Stand at Ease,
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42 INFANTRY SWORD EXERCISE,

Attention,
Positions.
First—Second—First—Third,
First—Second—Third—Second.
Single Attack—Double Attack.
Advance———Sing]e Attack.
Retire—Double Attack.
Front—S8iand at Ease.

Secrion II.

PREPARATORY INSTRUCTION WITH
THE SWORD.

Attention.
Draw Swords—Return Swords,
Draw Swurds—SIope Swords.
Stand at Ease.

Attention.
Prepare for Sword Exercise.
Right Prove Distauce_Slo;Jc Swords.
Front Prove Distance—Slope Swords.
Assault,
0no—TW‘o—'Phree-—Four_Fi\-‘e—-Six—Seven.
First Point-Two—Second Point—Two—Third Point—Two.
Defend.
Seennd-—-Third——I"'ourth—Fif'th—Six[h—Sevemh.
Parry—Two.
Slope Swords.
Stand at Ease,

INFANTRY SWORD EXERCISE. 43

Attention.
Guard—Inside Guard—Outside Guard.

Cut One First Guard
Cut Two Second Guard
Cut Three Third Guard
Cut Four Fourth Guard
Cut Five Fifth Guard
Cut Six Sixth Guard
Cut Seven Seventh Guard
First Point Two

Second Point Two

Third Point Two

L Two

IG?::.Td Slope Swords

Stand at Ease.

i i vhic be
i letes the Drill Practices, which need not
ke rtr\}: ;JS E:I:':al:);at::d when the Recruitisable to go t.hrou_g]i
th(? Review Exercise effectively, as shown in the following
Section ITI.




44 INFANTRY SWORD EXERCISE,

SEction I1I.

REVIEW, oRr INSPECTION EXERCISE.

Attention,

Prepare for Sword Exercise,

Right Prove Distance——Slope Swords,
Front Prove Dis!ance—-Slope Swords,
Guard—Ingide Guard—OQutside Guard,
One—~Two—-Three—-Fuur—Five—-—Six—-Seven.
Points—-First—Second—Third—Parry.
Guard—-—S]ope Swords,

Sword Practice,
Guard.

Inside and Outside Cuts.
One-—Two—-Three—-Four——-F ive—Six,
Inside Guard,

Outside Cuts,

Two—Four—Six.
Outside Guard.

Inside Cuts.
One—-Three-—Five.
Gu:ml——S!ope Swords,
Stand at Ease,

INFANTRY SWORD EXERCISE, 45

Section IV.
ATTACK AND DEFENCE.
Aftention.

Front Rank, Right about Face.
Prepare for Attack and Defence.
Prove Distance—Slope Swords.
Guard—Inside Guard—Outside Guard.
Left Cheek—Right Cheek—Wrist—Leg.
Left Side—Right Side—Head.
First Point—Two—Third Point—T'wo.
Guard—Slope Swords.

Point and Parry.

Guard—Third Point—Point.
Point (continuing as long as requisite).
Guard—Slope Swords.

Stand at Ease.
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46 INFANTRY SWORD EXERCISE,

Section. V.
STICK DRILL.
First Practice.

Guard— Continuing the same Words of Command and
Movements, as in the “ Attack and Defence,” in Section
IV., omitting the word “Two” in the delivery of each
Point.

Second Practice.

Guard—Continuing, &e. as the * Point and Parry,” but
not exceeding Six Points,

Third Practice.

Guard—Leg—TInside Guard—Leg.
Outside Guard—Leg—Guard.
Slope Swords,

Fourth Practice.

Guard—Head—Head— Leg.
Leg—Head—Head-Guard.
Slope Swords,

Fifth Practice.

Head—Head—Arm.,
Head—Head—Arm.
Head——Heam]_—Right Side.
Head-—HEm_l——Right Side.
Slope Swords.

When perfect by Word of Command, the whole of
this Section is to be performed in Quick Time, by the
Drill Officer naming only the Practice required, but first
giving the caution—=Stick Drill, by Practice Divisions.

London :
Parker, Furnivall, and Parker,
PUBLISHERS,
Military Library, Whitehall.
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Charles Spencer Scrase Dickins (5™ Feb 1830 — 15 May 1884)

- Lived at Coolhurst, Horsham, Sussex.

- Succeeded his father as a Justice of the Peace for Sussex.

- Produced many early photographs, mostly of architecture and country
estates, now to be found in several important collections.

- Signed himself ‘C S S Dickins’.

Military career
18 April 1853 — Captain Royal Sussex Light Infantry Militia
29 November 1859 — Ensign 1° Div Sussex Rifle Volunteers

The 1st Sussex Rifle Volunteers were formed in 1860 and based in Brighton.
They preceded the 4th and 5th Territorial Battalions of the Royal Sussex
Regiment - they were part-time volunteers, like the Territorial Army now, and
the 1st Battalion was largely administrative in duty. It seems to have dealt
with the bureaucracy for the other Sussex Rifle Volunteer divisions.

Commission signed by the Lord Lieutenant of the
County of Northumberland.

Northumberland Regiment of Militia.

Patrick Thorp Dickson, Geat., to be Lieutenant.
Dated 30th April, 1853.

Commissions signed by the Lord Licutenant of the
County of Sussex.
Light Infantry Battalion of the Royal Sussex
Militia,

James Henry, Esq., to be Captain, Dated 18th
April, 1853.

Charles F. B. Greville Dickenson, Esq., to be
Captain. Dated I18th April, 1853.

Charles Spencer Scrase Dickins, Esq., to be
Captain. Dated 18th April, 1853.

From: ‘Bulletins and other state intelligence for the year 1853.
By Francis Watts. London Gazette Office, St.Martin's Lane. 1854.

VOLUNTEER RIFLES GAZETTE.
Kent Rifles—2nd Subdivision—The
Right Hon. C. 8, Viscount Hardinge
to be Lieutenant, H. D. Sh’ﬁltfﬁil%,
Esq., to bo Ensign, Dec. 2.
Sussex Rifles— Ist Subdivision —
Captain Pipon to be Lieutenant; C. 8.
8. Dickins, Esq., to be Ensign, Nov. 20,
From: ‘Colburn’s United service magazine, Volume 92’ By Arthur William Alsager Pollock. London 1860.

Note: Ensign was the lowest commissioned rank, yet in 1853 Charles was a Captain in the Militia. Perhaps he took a
lower rank to enter the 1% Subdivision of the Sussex Volunteer Rifles. Also see below.




Commissions signed by the Lord Lieutenant of the
County of Sussex.
1st Subdivision of Sussex Rifle Volunteers.

Captain Pipon to be Lieutenant. Dated 29th
November, 1859.

Charles Scrase S. Dickins, Esq., to be Ensign.
Dated 29th November, 1859,

From: ‘Bulletins and other state intelligence, Part 2, for the year 1859.
By T L Behan. London 1862.
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Dickins, C. 8. 8. Capt. late R, Sussex I
~ Mil.
From: The list of annual subscribers to the ‘Royal United Services Institute for Defence Studies Journal’. London
1867.
Note: he still seems to have been a subscriber in 1875, also there described as a Captain, late of the Royal Sussex
Light Infantry Militia. It seems he preferred to be known as a Captain of the Militia than an Ensign of the Volunteers!

Coolhurst House

English Heritage Description: The oldest portion of the building is the back part of the former
service wing. This is C17, Stone and red brick. The main building is a Tudor Gothic mansion
built by Maria, Marchioness of Northampton in 1833-5. Architect P F Robinson. Two storeys.
Five windows. Faced with Roman cement. Horsham slab roof. Two bays of 6-lights on both
floors with gables over surmounted by finials. Parapet between containing Gothic lettering.
Casement windows of 2 or 3-lights with dripstones over. Square bay of five-lights on ground
floor with pierced parapet. Ground floor addition of library with slate roof at west end. Service
wing set back at east end with a gable in cottage Gothic style with cusped bargeboards. On
the entrance front there is a 3-storeyed tower over the doorway with an empty niche on first
floor and gable with small oriel to east of this. Good example of a Tudor Gothic mansion.

His siblings:

- Compton ‘The Hon ReVv’ Alwyne Scrase Dickins DD (later Lord Compton of
Castle Ashby, Northamptonshire and Bishop of Ely).

- William Park Dickins.

- Colonel William Drummond Scrase Dickins (see below) 1832 — 29" June
1914, who married Anna Walker on 8th Jun 1880.




William Drummond Scrase Dickins.
20th Regiment of Foot (East
Devonshires).

Cornet/2™ Lt/Ensign - 19 Aug 1851.
Lieutenant - 7 June 1854.

Captain - 20 Feb 1855.

Major — 20 July 1858.

Lieutenant Colonel — 25 Mar 1859.
Colonel — 1 Oct 1877.

Dickens served with the 20th Foot
during the Crimean War beginning on
26 January, 1855. He was present at
the siege and fall of Sebastopol. He
also served India during the Mutiny
seeing action at Chanda, Umeerpore,
Sultanpore, the siege and capture of
Lucknow, subsequent operations in
Oude and the affair at Meangunge.
During the Mutiny he was Mentioned in
Despatches.

e AT Carte de Visite
= = - Unknown Photographer

Unknown Location

c. 1860

Source: www.soldiersofthequeen.com

Grave of William Drummond Scrase
Dickins in Coolhurst graveyard, with
inscription mentioning his service in the
Crimea.

His father, Charles Scrase Dickins (1794-1875), married on 18th Feb 1829
Lady Frances Elizabeth Compton (20th Dec 1791-1883), daughter of Charles
Compton, 1% Marquess of the County of Northampton (1760-1828).

His grandfather, Charles Dickins (? — 1833), esq. assumed the additional
surname and arms of SCRASE*, upon the demise of his maternal grandfather
in 1792, and upon the 5™ May, in that year, married Elizabeth, daughter of
John Devall, esq. of London, by whom he left, at his dicease 11™ October,
1833, an only child, CHARLES SCRASE-DICKINS, esq [Charles Spencer’s
father].

*Arms-Quarterly ; 15 and 4™, erm. On a cross flory sa. A leopard’s face or ; 2™
and 3", az. A dolphin naiant arg. Fins or between three escallops of the last.



http://www.soldiersofthequeen.com/

Crests-1%, a lion sejant sa. Holding a cross flory or ; 2", on the stump of a
tree, entwined by a serpent ppr., a falcon Volant also ppr. Beaked, membered
and belled or.

Estates-In Sussex, &c.

Residence-Stoke Chichester.

Charles Spencer married Anna Maria Aldridge (1833 — 2" Apr 1916) on
26" June 1855.

They had four children:
e Charles Robert Scrase Dickins — ¢.1857 - post 1890

“Charles Robert Scrase-Dickins of Coolhurst — the grand gates to the house
are on the left as you leave Horsham on the Cowfold road, just past the
Doomsday Green cross-roads — who also had property in County Mayo.
Another old Etonian, he gained an MA from Christ Church, Oxford and in later
life, apart from serving as a Deputy Lieutenant for Sussex, was Lord of the
Manor of Brighton and much involved in the well-being of its hospital. His
mother was the daughter of Robert Aldridge of St Leonards (now apartments).
and the Aldridges could once lay claim to most of the Forest — so these two
families held much influence over land to the south and east of Horsham.”
Source: http://www.horshamsociety.org/history/caste.htm

e Mary Caroline Peel (nee Dickins) - ? — 15 July 1899.
She married Edward Lawrence Peel, son of Sir Charles Lennox Peel and
Hon. Caroline Georgiana Chichester, on 5 September 1895.

e Spencer William Scrase Dickins
(27" Feb 1862 — 23" Oct 1919)
Major-General
CB. GOC Infantry Division
Eton College, RMC Sandhurst
Highland Light Infantry

Spencer William Scrase Dickins was the second son of C. Spencer Scrase Dickins, of
Coolhurst, Sussex. He was commissioned in the Highland Light Infantry on 10 May
1882 and soon saw active service in Egypt. He was Adjutant of 2nd Battalion HLI
from February 1890 until April 1893. He took part in the fighting on the North-West
Frontier of India in 1897-8 and later commanded 1st Battalion HLI (1904-8).
Battalion command was the highest level of aspiration of most pre-war Regular
officers. There were fewer interesting opportunities for officers of average abilities at
the rank of colonel and above. In August 1914 Colonel Scrase Dickins found himself
OC (and i/c Records) No 12 District Irish Command, a post he had held since 29 July
1912. His career seemed to be drifting towards a dull, administrative conclusion. As
with so many officers, however, the outbreak of war brought renewed possibilities.
Within a month Scrase Dickins found himself GOC 28th Brigade in the newly
forming 9th (Scottish) Division, senior division of Kitchener’s New Army. He was
51. Napoleon famously asked potential generals if they were ‘lucky’. Scrase Dickins
would not have passed the test. 28th Brigade’s baptism of fire was at Loos, a battle in




which few commanders won laurels. Scrase Dickins’s attack was badly disrupted at
the last minute by 2nd Division’s taking over part of his line, leaving 28th Brigade
with only one communication trench for both “‘up’ and ‘down’ traffic, and by a
German artillery bombardment that fell on his assault troops ten minutes before the
infantry attack went in. Confusion was great and losses were severe. Scrase Dickins
clearly felt them personally. ‘When we were relieved and going down the
communication trench carrying our two remaining Vickers Guns we passed Brigade
HQ dug-out and standing outside was ... Brigadier Scrase Dickins ... with tears
rolling down his cheeks. The only time I ever saw a General in tears,” Major J.H.
Henderson later recalled.!

28th Brigade was broken up in May 1916 to accommodate the arrival in 9th Division
of the South African Brigade. Scrase Dickins was transferred to command of 27th
Brigade, which he led on the Somme. At Longueval, on 14 July, in an attack famous
for the first authentic use of a ‘creeping barrage’, brainchild of 9th Division’s
innovative CRA. Brigadier-General ‘Owen’ Tudor, 27th Brigade’s assault began well,
but stalled after taking its first objective. Subsequent fighting was typically bitter,
piecemeal and without adequate artillery support. Losses were severe, 81 officers and
2,033 men, including 569 killed or missing. Scrase Dickins was promoted GOC 37th
Division on 22 October 1916, with 9th Division still engaged in heavy fighting. His
career as a divisional commander, however, was short lived. Eighteen days after his
appointment, he was taken ill and sent home. He never returned to active service and
died on 23 October 1919 at the age of 57.

There was no doubting Scrase Dickins’s personal courage, which was exemplary, or
his devotion to duty. He was a regular visitor to the front line and his spartan routine
included an open air bath in the square at Montauban, even under shell fire. He had
the misfortune to command a brigade in an army that had been de-skilled at every
level by its rapid expansion and to lead it in offensive operations against a skilful,
resolute enemy, entrenched on the high ground. Whether he had the tactical
imagination or the powers of leadership to succeed at the level of command to which
the outbreak of the Great War unexpectedly raised him is difficult to tell.

[ Quoted in P. Warner, Loos (London: William Kimber, 1976), p. 147.

e Alwyne Frederick Scrase-Dickins — 17" June 1864 — 15™ November
1923

e Compton Beauclerk Scrase-Dickins - 7" Feb 1870 - ?



http://www.firstworldwar.bham.ac.uk/donkey/dickins.htm#_ftn1#_ftn1
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