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PREFACE

Could wry mzllmol] bave (av'&
I my felf the Trouble of aPreface,

. had 1 not lain under a Necefity
0f Apologizing for the Brévity of
this Undertaking, which I defire
Me Reader to accept as follows.

In the firft place therefore, 1 do
a[wre you the Perufer of this (mall
Treatife, that there is (carce any
thing meedful to the Knowledge of
the Small-Sword wbichis not bere

laid a’omn, and that.in [o plain and

clear



The Préface.

tlear a Method, as will give borh-
SatisfaitionandDelight toall Lovers
of this Art.  An Art fo neceffary to
be known, and [0 proper a Quali-
fication for the confircating a Man
a Gentleman, that I bad almoft (aid,
be can be none that is not skill'd
therein. | |

A fecond Reafon Imight alledge
for the Concifene(s of this Work, 15,
that I bave made ufe but of few
Leffons, as judging that way mof?
praiticable, many Le[Jons being ra=
ther cloying than Inftruftive; befides
that we roo oftem experience, that
Gentlemen are apt to forget one
mbile they are learning anotber, by
wbich means tbey [carce ever be~
come perfeit in any.
| And




The Preface.

And now, were it any ways Ufe=
ful to my Defign, I might run a
large Encomiwm in praife of Sword=-
playing, and fhow you particularly
bow England of late Tears bas
exceeded alf other Countries berein,
even France it [elf, which bas long
boafled its Preference in this re-
[pet 5 but this being the Work ra=
ther of a Pancgyrift than a Sword’s-
Man, I fball wave that point, and
conclede with telling you, that if
this Editton finds Acceptance in the
World, I intend to enlarge on this
and other parts of 1t, and oblige all
Lovers bereof with a compleat Syftem
in a Second Edition,

H. B.
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THE
ENGLISH
Fencing-Malter :

The Cdlﬁpleat Tutetour
. OF THE

SMALL SWORD.

Scholar. SI R, Having heard fo great

a Character, that you arc a
compleat Mafter, I am come
to wait on you, to learn that Noble Arc
of Small-Sword. :
Mafter. 1 fhall take a great deal of Care
and Pains to improve you in that Art.

B The



e The Englith Fencing-Mafler.

‘The Firft thing that I muft fthew you is, -
to put your Body in a good Pofture,
your Right-Foot one Yard from your
Left, your Right-Heel to your left Inftep,
your Left-Hand to your Left-Ear, fink-
ing a little with both your Knees, but
you muft bend a little more with your
Left than your Righe.

Secondly, To hold a good Guard te
defend your Body, your Righe-Hand
muft be ftraight out with a little bend in
your Arm, the Point againft your Adver-
fary’s Right-Breaft, with your Four Fin-
gers bent under one part of the Handle,
and your Thumb over the upper pare,
with the Pummel clofe to your Wrift, as

you fhall fee in the Pofture, ¢rc.

The.
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My Second Leflon,
Is Advzzncing and Retiring.

Advancing, is to Advance with your

Right Foot about feven Inches, and fliding
your Left Foot after it, taking the fame
Ground with your Left as you do with.
the Right: Retiring, is to give Ground
with your Left, and {liding your Righe

:Foort after it.

) :

Scholar. What is the meaning of Ad-‘

“vancing and Reriring ? .
Maft. Advancing is, when you have a

“Mind to take Ground of your Adverfary,
when (fometime ) you are out of diftance

of a Thruft: Retiring is, when you have a

* Mind to give Ground to your Adverfary

whep he approaches on. you..
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My Third Leflon,
<. Is. Carte and Tierce.

Carte and Tierce is the two chiefeft
Thrufts in Fencing, and all other Thrufts
are but the fame: the former muft be
given with your Nails upwards, and the
Jatter with your Nails downwards: when
Carte is given, you muft ftand faft with
your Left Foot, and ftep forward with
your Right almoft as far as you can,
without ftraining your felf, which is called
in Fencing a Longe; your Left Ancle to
the Ground, your Knee very ftraight with-
out bending, your Right Toe ftraighe,
with your Lefc Hand falling from your
Left Ear the fame height your Right-
Hand is,"in a Line which Ballances your
Body :  This Thruft muft be given the in-
fide of the Right Arm, looking ftraighe
in your Adverfary’s Face, with your Wrift
wupon the Thruft higher than the Point,

then.
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then you are upon a Guard the fame time.

Tierce muft be given the out-fide of the
Arm, with your Feet and Body in the
fame order as you thruft Carte in, looking
over your Right Arm in your Adverfary's
Face, then your Body is in a good Pofture.

Scholar. Why muft Carte be given the
infide of the Arm, and Tierce the outfide

Maft. The reafon thatthofe Thrufts muft
be givenfo is, that you bind your Adver-
fary’s Sword when you make them, and
you are upon a good Guard the fame time :
If you did thruft Carte the out-fide, and
Tierce the in-fide, you would be upon no
- ‘Guard, but be 'in Danger of being thrufted
before you got off.

Schol. May I not make a Longe without
bringing che Ancle down 2

Maft. No, it is not fo proper, tho' it is
thought fo by a great many Mafters, for
this reafon, he that makes the Thruft
with the Sole of the Foot downwards with-
out leaning upon th¢ Ancle, cannot by fix
Inches reach fo far, and a Man does nlOt

ie
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lie fo firm on his Longe, but oftentimes
when a Thruft is madé with the Sole
of the Foot clofe to the Ground, it
flides from under them ; bur when you
make a Longe with the Ancle down, the
Edge of the Sole of the Shooe makes a
Ridge in the Ground that the Foot cannot
flip.

PScbol. Pray which is the Parry for Carte
and Tierce ? |

Maft. The Parry for Carte and Tierce is.
both from the Wrift : Carte muft be par-
ried partly by the Edge of the Foile or
Sword : Tierce muft be parried with the
Flat, dropping your point down, which.
comes with a great weight on your Adver-
fary’s Foile: you muft be fure to parry
with the middle of your Foile, partly on.
his Weak, and your Parry muft come nar-
rowly from your Wrift, for your Arm.
muft be ftill a Guard to your Body.

Schol. Is there no other way of Parrying.
Tierce than upon the Flac?

M.
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Maft. Yes, fome Mafters teach to parry
upon the Edge, but in my Opinion, it is
not fo good; for if a Thruft come to be
forced, or with any Strength, the Parry
is {o narrow, that no Parade can be made;
when on the Flat, there comes fuch a
weight by dropping a little of the Point, and
narrow from the Wrift, that the ftrongeft
Thruft that is made can’t be forced, and
ftill on as-good a Guard as the other.

- Schol. Is there no other Guard taught

but yours 2 | |
~ Maft. Yes, [everal, fome a Degree higher,
fome two Degrees or more: fome teach
upon a Preem with the Edge upwards, but
none of thofe above a Degree higher do 1
approve of: Tam certain no Thruft can be
made on the ftraight Guard without dif-
ordering of it; by that means it is the beft
of all others; for no Thruft can be made
true except the Point prefents from the
Pummel, and he that diforders this Guard,
diforders himf(clf, and fo may be tim'd
with a Thruft, for Carte, Ticrce, Sczoone,
or
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or Flankanade; nor no other Thruft can be
made on this Guard, but he is in danger
of being hit the fame time ; for the Guard
parries all Thrufts thar are made. The
Objcction that fome Mafters make a-
gainft this Guard, .that a Thruft in- Flan-
kanade may come in, which is the moft
dangerous Thruft chat s taught by a
Maﬁer, and allowing this Thruft to .be
given, there are feven to be given upon the
high Guard, which is modt taughe in this
Kingdom, which feven are thefe following :

Carte, Tierce, Sagoone, Carte -over the Arm

Carte under the Sele , cutting over the Pomc.
in Carte, cutting in Tierce ; 5 for this Thruft
in Flankanade if icis not taken upon one pare.
of the Foile, he that makes it js hot at the
fame time, and is as cafily pamcd as any
ather Thruft that is made. ‘



My Fourth Leffon,
Is Sagoone and Flankanade.

Sagoone muft be given with: the Nailes:
dowawards from Tierce fide, dropping the
Point, hitting your Adverfary in the Belly
- near to his Ribs, your Head muft be quar-
terd under your right Arm, rifing your
Wrift, and looking under it in his Face:
when this Fhruft is given, you muft de-
cart off, beat on - his Foile, then advance
on him eafily again.

Flankanade 1s a Thruft that cannot be
well given on any Guard but the Straight
without much Diforder: this Thruft is.
given with the Nailes upwards upon the
aforefaid Guard : you muft engage your
Adverfary with the Strength of your Foile
on the Feeble of his, which is about fix
Inches from the Point, then force your
"Thruft home, and you'll run the Point of
his the out-fide of your Arm, then beat
on his Foile as you Recover. Schol.
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Schol. Is this Thruft given no other
way than this you have fhew'd me?

Maft. Yes, fome Mafters teach it to
engage on the middle of the Foile, and to
bring the left Hand about to put the Point
afide, which much expofes the Body; al-
tho' that this Thruft takes, it is very
eafie for him that gets the Thruft to flip his
Foile either under or over that Left-Hand,
and hit him before he recovers; thenl am
fure, it cannot be called good Fencing, to
hit and be hot the fame time; and fince
ic is the firft ching thac is taught by a
Mafter . to put all Scholars Bodies in a
good Pofture of Defence, as well as they
can, in my Judgment, they ought not af-
terwards to {how any Thruft to diforder
their Bodies, or put them out of a good
Pofture. :

- Except a Scholar be well vers'd in Fencing,
and a great deal of Praétice ; then there are
a great many Poftures taught by fome
Mafters, - as the French,- Spanifh, and Por-
tugyexe, with a great many pritty Figu}:cs

2 that
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that are very becoming in the School, buc
thofe are riot to be fhown to no Scholar,

o~ A
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own Breaft, and makes no opening to re-
turn a Thruﬁ as for the former Parry, it
makes a great Diforder to your Adverfary,
you may teturn two Thrufts on him,

Carte over the Arm, and tummo Cmte
under the Shell.

_ TheParry for Flankamtdc there are three
~ways. The Firftis, as you parry Sagoone

but not with* your Point fo low. The
Second is, from the Guard on the Flat of
the Foxlc with a little turn from the Wrift,

but not downwands The Third is, turn-
ing your Hand in Preem, you may parry

and thruft him at the fame time, as you.
. fhall fee in thc Dofture. R
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Schol. Sir, now you have {hewed me
how to Parry thofe Four Thrufts, pray
be pleafed to let me know, how I fhall
repeat them again?

- Maft. When . Carte is thrufted, and you
parry ity then' rgurn Carte, or Flankanade.
When Wrce igfhrufted, return Tierce or
Sagoone. When you parry Sagoone, return
Carte over the Arm, or turn your Wrift
. €arte under the Shell. When you parry
Flankanade, return Carte over the Arm:
‘Thefe are the Returns upon thofe Thrufts
without Faints. . '

- My Fifth Eeffon,
Is Single and® Double Faints,
Which muft be given thus.
. When ydﬁ dcﬁgn o make 2 'Sing.l'c"
Faint, you muft dxﬁ'ngage' from Carte to
Tierce fide, or from. Tierce to. Carte...
' Sup~
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Suppofe you engaged-in- Carte to make
a Smr’le Faint. m Terce to’ hic m Carte,
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Schol. Is it proper to make more Faints
than Two?

Maft. No more are convenient, except
your Adverfary reties on a good Guard,
and you approach on him, then you may
make Faints all the way while he gives
you Ground, but be fure make them very
narrow. . : o -

Schol. ' Muft T not make Faints in Sz~
goone and Flankanade, as well as in Carte
and Tierce?

Maft. Yes, your fingle and double
Faints in Sagoone muft be thus: Whenyou
make your fingle Faint in Sagoone, you
muft lie on Tierce fide, then drop your
Point as you defign'd to give Sagogre, a-
bout a Foot from your Agvcrfary's Foile,
with your Nails downwards, keeping your
- Armm and your Wrift without yeilding
with your Foile, for Fear your Faint fhould
be tim'd with a Thruft: As foon as yoir
perceive that your Faint is anfwer'd, turn
your Wrift and Foile upwards, and fling
Carte over the Arm on him, which comes

D in
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i the fame fide as you lic on, or you
may give it without turning your Hand,
but return it in Tierce - As for the double
Famt, make your firf as you did your
fingle, and yout fecond muft -be withoue
turning your Wrift upwards, but make:
your Faint' as you would hit him in
Tierce ; when the double Faint is anfwerd,
make your Thruft in Sagoene, with your
Body well covered : As foon as this Thruft
is given, if you hit, or is parried, vault
oﬂ? and beidt on his Foile a5 yougo. As
fot ' Faints in Flankanade, there are none
that are properly fo called; but there are
fome ways of difordering it to bring in.
a Fhruft ; prefs on the Feeble of his Foile,
then hit him Flankanade, or flide. your Foile-
about Four Inches on his, to make him.
believe - you defign to make home that
Thruft, and as foon as you .perceive him
to anfwer the Parrade, make your Thruft
in Carte. ' o
Schol. Ts Sagoone given no other way 2

Maft.
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Maft. Yes; Sagoone cannot be given on
the ftraight Guard, except you Diforder
it, which may be done two wayes: Firft,
If you lie on Carte fide, you muft difin-
gage, and advance with both your Feet
about half a Foot, flooping with your
Body, and raife his Foile with your Armj
Foile ftraight, and then youll keep him
from forcing Tierce; or giving Carte over
the Arm, then you may make your Thruft
in Sagoone, or a Faint in- Sagoone, and a
Carte over the Arm; when you are;ip
Tiierce fide advance alittle, rifing- his Feile,
then make your Thruft. o .,

3
[V

My Sixth Leflon,
Is the German Thruft.

This Thruft is given on no other
Guard but the ftraight, and by fome Ma-
fters ‘tis called a Flankanade; it is given

D: in
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in fome manner like it, only the former

Carte over the Arm,
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My Seventh Leﬁ'on

Is Cz;ttmg over the Pomt in Carte
and Tler.ce.

Both thefe Thrufts are given Tierce
fide, though one is mentioned to be given
in Carte thofe Thrufts are given on the
high Guard: The Cutting over the Point
in Carte, is when you are on Carte fide,
raifing your Foile towards your Face and
over his Point; thruft Carte over the Arm,
which is called Cutting over the Point in
Carte: Cutting over, the Point in. Tierce,
is when he comes to/bind or prefs you iri
Carte then cut owver his Point in Tierce.

Scbal How muft I parry thofe Thrufts 2

Maft. As you do.Carte and Tierce; -«

Schol. Cannot thofe Two. Throfts be
given on the f’orawht Guard ? : ‘

Maft. No; Cuttmg over the Pomt -
Carte cannot bc given, becaufc there. is no-

' way.

-

A
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way for a Thruft to come in; but if the
{traight Guard comes to prefs on you in
Carte, then a Thruft may be taken; for
by reafon of his difordering you; he dif-
orders himfelf, and then you have an Op-
portunity to give it. - B

Mv Eighth Leflon,
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Maft. You muft not flay a Thought on
Binding, Prefling, or any other Dif-
order that you make your felf in, except
you defign to trick him. Amongft all
compleat Mafters, timing of a Thruft is
the fineft part in Fencing, and how to time:
Timing is," when a Faint is made at you
in Carte; 'Tierce, Sagoone, or the Diforders
of Hankanade; prefling or binding. to hic
him at the fame time; for there is no
way ufed to diforder any good Guard but
at the fame time he diforders himfe}f; and
if ‘you fence with a compleat Swords-Man,
you muft take care to make as few Faints
as you can, becaufe he will an{wer none,
but “will thruft on every one that you.
make. A

Schol. Is there no Advantage to be ta-
ken when another Man times 2 ,

Maft. Yes; and though (as Ifaid be-
fore) it is the fineft pare in Fencing, yet
you may hit the beft Fencing-Mafter in
the World, if he times a Faint, preffling or
binding in Carte, Tierce, Sagoone, or Flan-
' kanade,,

) -~

i _— —
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kanade, if in cafe he will not baulk his
‘Thruft, but give it home, defigning to
hit you, and no Man can hit another,
except he does that.  You may likewife
do this to any Man that repeats the
“Thruft.

Schol. This muft needs be a great Se-
cret; pray, Sir, has this Thruft any Name?

Maft. Yes, this Thruft is called in French
“Tente contre Tente; that is, Time againft
“Time.  When I firft knew this great Are,
it was taught me two ways, which the
great Duke of Budefield in France firft in-
vented, beyond any Mafter's Knowledge
that was then in France, and with that
Thruft he kill'd the beft Swords-Man in
that Kingdom, Spain, Holland, and Italy s
but by long Pra&ice and Study I have
found out Ten ways more to give this
Thruft.

Schol. Pray, Sir, be pleafed to fhew me
any one of them |

Maft. One way is enough to diftin-
guifh all cthe reft. When' you come to

S ' fence
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'fence with an expert Swords-Man, prefs
"him in Carte qt Tierce, which opens him,
tand difordersiydtr [elf, but that’ muft be
syour defign, to tr% if he witl time you: 1If
‘he does it in [Tierce,”as foon” as you per-
iceive the "Fhiuft eoming give a turn with
‘your Right-Arm and W’riﬁ, turning as you
give Flm%k;ﬁ'mdc', the Ppint of 'your-Foile in
your Adverfary’s Belly, turning your Lef-
Shoulder more backward than when yau
“are in yowr Girard, as you fhall fee in
- the Pofture. - ]
"+ Likewife you may, do this if he thrufts
Carte, or any other Thruft that he makes
in Timing, or if ‘you thruft Sagoorre -half
way at him, not/defigning‘te hit, but to
" parry you ;. if he {hoild recurn Carte oved
the Arm, you may take this Thruft the
fame way, -and by dfis Pofture you may
: find our, that ifﬁla:nyﬁaints of yours are
- tim'd, or if your Thrufts be repeated, thar
you may Teute coutre Tente them.
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“"Sehol. ' Can I)havc nG Advantaoe of thls
Thruft except ‘he times me ? -

Maft. Noj for if a Thruft comes with
'a fingle or double Faint; yqu mui’c thruft
‘to the Parrade becaufe you W1ll not lxnm?
whether it comes in’ Carte, Tierce, ot any
other Thruft.

“Schol. How fhaﬂ I knqw a Famc from
% Theaftz ™

- Maft. All the Knowledgc ‘that.can bc
given to know one from the other is this :
\X/hcn a Faintis, madc norhmg moves, but
the Foile and " the Wmﬁ ’b,ut when a

Thruft : comes, you m3y - pcrcenvé thc
Body come along with ity ‘and this is the
Obfervation that you muff-{na'ki ‘for pill
Thnifts chat are made” Come’ {Qm'lthc
Wrift and the Hips, but the Fainits eome
only from the Wrift; and when vou
perceive one from anorhcr, you muft
anfwer no Faints but very narrow, or
“tifne them if you can.

Schol. Muft I look in his Face or on
his Wrift when I fence ?

E 2 - Mafl.
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Maft. You muft look on his. Face, and
then you will perceive every thing thac
he does, which is more manly than to
be always fixing upon his Wrift, which
is no certain Rule, the Looks of fomc Men
being 3lmoft as tcmb]e to fome People
as if thc fele the Sword' in their Body.

Schol., Suppofc I feace. with, one -that
Squints, what Oblfervation’ muft [ naake

his Eyes?

Mz aft. You muft makc none at all ; for
there is no Rule in this Cafe to be g;ven,
and though oné Man looks another in the
Eace, 'yet ke feldom or very rarely hies
'\hlm thcrc fo that a Thruft may be given .
in agy’ part. “of the Body, without the

Eye’s, bcmg fixd on ‘that part where tis.
defi gncf
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My Ninth Leflon,
. . Is Fine Pafs.

You muft prefs on Carte, as you did in
the laft Leflon, make a Faint in Carte, and
theuft Tierce. - -

Schol. Muft F advance when I prefs, as
I did in my laft Leffon 2
.~ Mafft. No, you muft not advance;
for you are longer Engaging on this Lef-
fon- than you were on the laft, - becaufe
you are taking more time in.making yous
Faint to hit him in Tierce; and if you
fhould approach on him, as you prefs,
perhaps he wauld time 'you in Tierce...

oy



-3 The Englifh Fe}zcirg-Ma]Zer. :

My Tenth Leffon,
Is Darting the SWO R D.

l This Thruft muft be giyen when you
lie on Carte fide: If your Adverlary holds
a ftraight Guard, give a little Dart with
' your Ami and Foile, raifing his Foile up ;
ﬂ you muft advance a little with both your
1 Feet, flooping very well ; as foon as you
i do this, make your Thruft homie¢, turning
1 your Wrift under his Shell, then difingage,
and beat on his Foile as you recover.
~ 8chol. Which is the Parry for - this
Thruft? - S

Maft.. The beft Parry for this Thruft
is, as you parry Sagoone, you may do it
ithe round Parrade.

Schol. "When is it moft proper to ufe
| this round Parry »
}.i Maft. This Parry muft fometimes be
| made ule of when you fence loofe; if
{ ~ you prefs on your Adverfary’s Foile in
Carte,

o ——
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Carte, and he thrufts Ticrce, round parry
him, and hic him Flankanade or Carte :
Fikewife if the Thruft comes in Carte, -
parry it round; and return Tierce or Sa-
goone 5 or if you come to parry Carte and.
Tierce againft the Wall, *(which is a pro- -
per Term in Fencing ) if either of them'
be forgéd on you, the ronnd Parry is good
againft it or if you chance to draw your
Sword in the Night, the beft Defence you
can’ make is' to ufe ‘that Parry; for it
meets with all Faints and Thrafts that are
made. ‘T would advife you not to make
ufe of it too often in your Fencing in the
Day-time, but oncthe two Thrufts above-
mentioned ; for the Parry comes with fuch
a Circle, that if you come to fence with a
quick Wrift, it will be difficult to parry
him, efpecially if you come to half Sword.
If you fhould be forcd to draw your
Sword in a narrow Paflage, never make
ufe of ity for there is not room for that
Parrade, your Point will hit againft the
Wall, and have no Certainty of it.
~ Schol.
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Schol. What is the meaning of Thruft-
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- My Eleventh Leffon, *, -
Lo Binding or Priging.

‘Schol. Sir, pray fhew.me how it muft
be done2 - o

Maft. When you come to fence againft
the ftraight Guard, then this Leflon is
moft proper to be play'd: If you engage
on Carte lgdc or Tierce, bind your Adver-
fary with the Edge of your Sword about
‘Twelve Inches of yours on Six of his,
which will oblige him to make an opening;
for your Thruft, bue befure you do. nor
prefs him very low, for- fear he fhould
take the time, except you defign to Tente
contre Tente, or conter-time him, either .in
Carte ot Tierce.  You muft not ftay when
you -prefs,” but give' your "Thruft as' quick
as you can.  Belure never to draw your
Lefe-Foot after you when you make any
Thruft, it may prove of ;an ill confe-
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quence ; for if your Thruft fhould be

[ Y24

when ‘you make ufe of this, for it cannot

be

M.zﬂ You muft parry on'the Edge
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| Scbol ['am vcry weIL plcafcd with thac
Leffon .of Difarming ;. for'I h3d much fa-
ther know how to difarm a -Man than to
kill him ; ‘therefore pray thew me how it

.may be done?
F 2 Maft,
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fbf his Hand' bYing your felf in Guaid
‘again, with your Lefi-Hand exfended,
dartmg the Sword,.that fo you may"oe'
teady, if in cale he -fhould leize yours,
to ftick him with his, which you have in
{’out Le t:Hand as- you {hal[ fec in the

ofture. . e
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“Schol. Cannot I difarm a Man without
parrying his Thruft firft: -
. Mafter. Yes, you may, but it is dan-
gerous to undertake thofe ways unlefs you
play with thofe who do not underftand
any thing of the Art.

Schol. Sir, pray be pleafed to fhew me
thefe ways, and thofe which you recom-
mend to me as the beft I will be fure to
practife ?

Maft. If you play with thofe that are
ignorant, and engage in Carte or Tierce,
advance with your Right-Foot clofe up,efpe-
cially if his Point be higher than his Hhile,
running, your Sword clofe up to his, raifing
his Sword at the fame time, then come
up with your Left-Foot and feize him,
whevher it be in Carte or Tierce: You
muft be fure when you come to: difarma
Man any way, that you feize his Sword,
and not his Arm or Wrift, otherwife it will
be very eafie for him to change his Sword
from his Right to his Left-Hand, and fo
ftick you ; but I'would advife you not to-

nndcnf
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My Thirteenth Leflon,
Is Difgzr'igning i Tierce.

When you difarm_ in Tierce, parry him

. “firft, advance likewife, come up with your
© Left Foot, feize him with your Left Hand

about half a Foot from his Hilt, with your
Thumb on the Flat of his, then there will
be no Danger ‘of drawing it through your

- Hand; ftep -a little from him with your

Right Foot apd Sword-Hand, turning your

Point towards him, which muft be out of

his reach, then there will be no Danger of

his feizing you, as you fhall fec in the

Pofture ; not bringing your Point to your
Adverfary’s Face, as many teach ; for

" then it lies .in 'his Power to take hoid of
- it; and if hé.proves ftronger than yoy, h:

will take the Advantage of tripping or

. fticking you.

e G, - Schdh
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Schel. When I Fence, how fhall I know
when I am in Diftance of a Thruft?

Maft. When you thruft with one taller
than your felf, and has longer Arms, and
ftands wider than you do, when you de-
fign to make a Thruft to hit him, the
beft way .will be o come 5(;__Half Sword,

then you are within diftance ; ‘when youy
are for ‘making the defenfive Eaft, engage
but five Inches, and keep him ac that
diftance, then you'll be betser able to parxy
him:" ‘but if ypu Fence with one about
your own_ height, engage him a Foot off
your Foile on the fame of his. ‘
Schol. Which is the propereft Thrult to
be ufed for alictle Man againft a tall Man,
or atall Man againft a'léw Man 2
Maft. "The beft Thrufts chac a lietle Man
~can make at a tall Man are, Sagoone, Carte
under the Shell, and darting the Sword,
which is'my Tenth Leflon 5 and all the reft
of the low Thrufts for Tierce and Carte,
and all the reft of the high Thrufts, are
out of the Line of his thruftings and alt

29
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the Thrufts that .are improper. for. 2 low
Man, are proper for a tall. _
Schol. 1f I Fence with one that never
learned, I fuppofe apy Thruft may be
giver, either high or low, to hit him.
Maft. Yes, any Thruft that is made will
hic one that has no Knowledge in the Art:
but it is as dangerous to Ferice with {o igno-
¥ant 4 Min,’ as with one that underftands
it, except you take this Rule. When you
Fence with one that has no Judgment,
and Fences without Rule or Method, but
in Paffion,” you muft take Care when
you thruft "at him, that he does not hit
you at the fame time, which is contre Tente s
for he that does not underftand Fencin
may hit one that Fences very well, if he does
not take "this particular Meafure. When
you Fence with fuch a-Man, you muft be-
heve that he does not know what Parry is,
arnd pérhaps if you thruft twénty Thrufts ac
him, he will’ not éndeavour ta defend him-
{elf, bur thruft the fame time, and fo_ hit
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" Schol. Which is the way to deal with

fuch a2 Man 2 o
Maft. When you come to-Fence with- a
Man that knows nothing of the matter,
and runs upon you: with a greac deal
of Paffion, rather give Ground for a
little way, and defend his Thrufts, and re-
peat them every time, then youll never
mifs hicting of him ; but if he is not Chol-
lerick, but ftands on as good a Pofture as
his Ignorance guides him, then you may
hit him, and bind him in Carte and Tierce,
which are the propereft Thrufts to be made
at fuch a Man, without Danger of Contre
Tente. It is the Opinion of many Gentle-
men, that never learned to Fence, that if
a Man has but Courage, he need not learn
any other Art : I muft confefs that Courage
in'a Man is a good Property, but Skill with
Courage is better. I will allow, if 2 Man
be a great Coward, and- has learned two
or three Months, and fhould be forced to
draw his Sword againft a Couragious Man
that nevet knew any thing o Ecncix;]g',.
that
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that lictle Learning would be no great Ad-
vantage to him; for feeing his Adverfary
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ment is loff; and with fuch the Fight
between a Coward and a couragious »4..::
is equal.. : '

But for the he&oring Cowards, they
will ftand a Batdle if they are fenfible they
have an Advantage ;. which is to fhew you,
that one Coward will fight when another
dare not; the difference of one from the
other I have very often feen 5 but I would
advife ne Gentleman to truft altogether to.
his Bravery 5 for every Man is net 2 Cow-
ard, and Judgment will encourage fome
Cowards to Eght, as well as the braveft:
Men living 5 befides, Knowledge cannot
be a Burthen to any Man that is brave.

I will appeal to any rational Man,
that if two Men of equal Courage {hould
come into a Field to fight, and one un-
derftands Fencing very well, and the o~
ther does not, whether he that does un-
derftand the Arc has not the far greater
Advantage.

- Schol. There is a great deal of Reaforr -
for any Man to believe, thac he who has:
no

.f’,
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‘no Judgment in Fencing, and engages with |
a Man of as much Courage as himf(elf,
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ule of it according to Art, "that they~may -
be able to defend themfclves whcn they
are forced to draw.

Thirdly, That no Exercife or Recreation
is more wholfome5 for it works all the
Parts of a Man’s Body, ftrengthens all
the Limbs, and opens the Cheft; and if
taught by a good Maﬁer, it gwcs a very
good Air to the Body..

I would:advife all Gentlcmcn that learn,
or defign to learn, to argue the Cafe w1th
their Mafters, that fo they may have a
Reafon. for every thing: that is fhown
thcm which will 'be' a great Aclvantagc
to all ‘Gentlemen - that are curious 5 “for
they may be-as well taught in this ng-
dom, as in any ; part -of the World, ho_
the Dencb have the Name. -

I am cercain. 'we. have as good Ma{’cers. .
in England, of Englifb, Scotch, French, Irifh,
and Germans, as any in Ch;;iﬂ:endom bue
I cannoy, hy we have {o'many 5 yet. I que-
ftion - not bue thar_if. this -Arc wete as
mudl cncouragcd in England, as it is in
H France,

.
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Frence, we fhould foon fee as good an Aca-.
demy in London, as any in Paris, with a Re-
fort of Gentlemen of all Nations 5 but that
which leflens this Art in England by our own
Gentry, as well. as Foreigners, is, that a
great many pretend to teach this Art who.
know nothing of the matter, and when.
thofe Sparks are difcovered by any Gen-
tlemen of our own Country, or by Fo-
reigners, they conclude all other Mafters
to be like them, unlefs they-are intimately
acquainted with fome of the beft of them..
And this is the reafon that makes us
lofe that Efteem which- we deferve, and
{o ’tis- carried to the Mifters in France 5
but if it were here, as it is in Paris, that
no Man fhould profels Teaching, except
- he were an approved Mafter, and had a
Patent for Teaching, we fhould not have
(by fome Htmdr.cgs). fo many Pretenders
that carry the Title of Mafters.
- Schol. When a Man comes into the Field
to fight, is there no Advantage or Difad-.
vantage to be taken in the Ground 2

Maf.
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Maft. Yes, there is; when you Chal-
lenge, or are Challenged, if you draw with
the Difadvantage of the Weather, as Rain,
Snow, Wind or Sun in your Face, all thefe
are a Difadvantage to you, or if the Ground
you ftand on be worfe, you muft follow
this Dire¢tion to change Ground with
him: As foon as you perceive all thefe
againft you, engage him in Carte, difin-
gage in Tierce, ftepping your Right-Foot
a-crofs at the fame time, bringing the Heel
‘overagainft your Left-Toe; then change
again in Carte, bringing your Left-Foot
up, which brings you in a Pofture, and
upon your Guard; thus keep changing
both Hand and Foot till you get all the
Advantage of the Weather, or the Ground,
then make the beft ont: In taking. chis
Ground, if your Adverfary does not move
Hand and Foot the fame way with you,
every time you change he is much ex-
pofed to your Thruft, and you may have
the Forrune to hit him.

Ha But
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But befure, whenever you fight, thae
you are free from Paffion; for if 2 Man
be the beft Swords-Man in the Kingdom,
and fights when in Paffion, he diforders him-
felf to that degree, that he cannot make ufe
of all his Judgment. If a Man comes to
Fence with Sharps or Blunts, let him have
Prefence of Mind, and be always thinking
how to hit him ; and no Man that under-
Atands Fencing can have a greater Advan-
tage of his Adverfary, tho' he fences never
fo well, than when he is guilty of that
foolifh thing call'd Paffion.

Schol. What Length muft a Sword be
to Fight with 7. |

Maft. Thirty Six Inches in the Blade is
long enough to fight with, and no longer
is proper; for if a Sword be too long,
after a Thruft is made and parried, ‘us
harder. to recover to a Parrade with fuch,
than with one of a middle fize.

Schol. What Sort of Sword is beft ta
Bight with 2

Mat.
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- Maft. You muft always chufe 2 Sword:
well mounted, very {tiff, wich a flac Han-
dle, both rough and lono cnough betwixt
the Pummel and the Shf:ll then. you will’
have a better Gripe, and it will nat be fo-
foon flurted out of your Hand. = -

The beft Blades for Fencing are the:
Spanifh- Tucks, but they are t00 heavy
for Duelling, except they are very fhort,
which will not be proper to be.ufed 3 io
that I advife you to chufe a German Blade
for they are both good and light. + -

Schol. How muft I thruft with a Lefe’
handed Man?

Maft. Ieis very troublefome for a Rnglv
handed Man to fence with one. 'thiac - +-
Left, except they are tanght how; f. -
your Carte is his Tierce, and. Tierée - l:ui
Carte, which alters the Propcrtv of ' your
Wnﬁ and makes the Left-Hand: have. th:
Advmtage, becaule he is always' taughe e
fence with his Right, fo. his Carte 1s you:
Tierce, and his Tzerce your Carte,  and tc
all the reft of the Thrufts are given.contrarys

-~
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I fhall omit giving you any more

Leflons, for thofe I have thewed you are-

{ufficient to make you a compleat Sword's-
Man, if you will but pra@ice them very
neat; for no Man can Fence well without
he Fences Gentile, and with a great deal
of Air and Life in his Bedy; that is, every
Thruft muft come frec from him wich a greac
deal of eafe, without buftling or paflion,
and thefe are che Signs of a great Com-
mand in Fencing. I could add a great
many more Leffons, but I think whae I
have taught you here, are more than you'll

make ul%of. | o
Nor had I fhewed you f{o many,
but 1 know that one Man fancies one
Leffon more than he does another: and
here 1 have taught the chiefeft on the
Sword, fo you may take your Choice ; for
there are none of them buc ate very good,
and if you'll practice them according to
Direétion, then 1 doubt not but you'll
be a compleat Sword’s-Man, and as foon
as [ know you are Mafter of thefe Leflons,
' I

S
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I fhall very foon after make a Second
Edition concerning the whole Art of the
Sword.

Schol. Sir, I fhall take a great {deal of

‘Pains with what you have thewed me, and
will practice them till1 am Mafter of 'em,

. then I hope I fhall be a compleat Swords-

Man, for which Ireturn you many Thanks.

Maft. It will be for your Advantage;
and my Credit that you were fo; and if
you make ufe of Blunts, I hope you.
will have no occafion to ufe any other.

In a little time you fhall hear further from.

me, and {o Farewel..

FINTIS






